Retail trade, July 2019

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Friday, September 20, 2019

Sales in the retail trade sector advanced for the first time in three months, increasing 0.4% in July to $51.5 billion.
Higher sales were reported in 6 of 11 subsectors representing 71% of retail trade.

After removing the effects of price changes, retail sales in volume terms were essentially unchanged in July.

Chart 1
Retail sales increase in July
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Source(s): Tables 20-10-0008-01 and 20-10-0078-01.

Higher sales at motor vehicle and parts dealers; cannabis store sales top $100 million

Sales at motor vehicle and parts dealers advanced 1.5% in July, their largest increase since February. The increase
stemmed from higher sales at new car dealers (+2.4%), which more than offset lower sales at automotive parts,
accessories and tire stores (-2.4%), other motor vehicle dealers (-2.3%) and used car dealers (-1.0%).

Rising for the fifth time in six months, sales at both health and personal care stores (+2.6%) and food and beverage
stores (+0.6%) were up in July. In the food and beverage stores subsector, higher receipts at supermarkets and
other grocery stores (+0.9%) led the gain.

Miscellaneous store retailers were up 1.7% in July, bolstered by higher sales at cannabis stores (+14.3%). Sales at
cannabis stores exceeded $100 million for the first time. Gains at cannabis stores were widespread, and across all
provinces, with double-digit growth reported in eight provinces. Throughout July, there were over 300 cannabis
stores in operation across Canada, a number that has more than doubled since legalization in October 2018.
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Following a 3.7% decline in June, retail sales at gasoline stations edged up 0.3%, fuelled by higher prices.
According to the Consumer Price Index, the price of gasoline in July was up 3.3% on an unadjusted basis. In
volume terms, gasoline sales declined 1.5%.

Sales at building materials and garden equipment and supplies dealers decreased 3.2% after increasing 5.0% in
June. Sales in this subsector remained above the level observed in May.

Sales up in six provinces and all census metropolitan areas

Provincially, retail sales were up in six provinces, with the largest increases observed in Ontario and, to a lesser
extent, the Prairie provinces.

After a relatively flat month in June, retail sales in Ontario (+1.2%) picked up in July. Sales in the census
metropolitan area (CMA) of Toronto were up 1.1%.

In Alberta (+0.7%), retail sales were up for the first time in three months as a result of higher sales at motor vehicle
and parts dealers.

Retail sales advanced in both Saskatchewan (+0.9%) and Manitoba (+0.6%) in July. The gain in Manitoba
coincided with a percentage point reduction in the provincial sales tax, effective July 1, 2019.

In Quebec, retail sales were down 0.4% despite higher sales in the CMA of Montréal (+0.5%).

Lower sales were reported in British Columbia (-0.8%). However, sales in the CMA of Vancouver rose 0.5%.
E-commerce sales by Canadian retailers

The figures in the following sections are based on unadjusted (that is, not seasonally adjusted) estimates.

On an unadjusted basis, retail e-commerce sales were $1.8 billion in July, accounting for 3.2% of total retail trade.
On a year-over-year basis, retail e-commerce increased 32.8%, while total unadjusted retail sales were up 3.7%.
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Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data — Frequently asked questions.

For information regarding cannabis statistics, consult the Cannabis Stats Hub.

Seasonally adjusted estimates for cannabis store retailers are presented in unadjusted form as there is no seasonal pattern established
by official statistics yet. Establishing such a pattern requires several months of observed data. In the interim, the seasonally adjusted
estimates for cannabis store retailers will be identical to the unadjusted figures.

Statistics Canada's retail e-commerce figures include the electronic sales of two distinct types of retailers. The first type do not have a
storefront. These businesses are commonly referred to as pure-play Internet retailers and are classified to North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) 45411—Electronic Shopping and Mail Order Houses. The second type have a storefront and are
commonly referred to as brick-and-mortar retailers. If the online operations of a brick-and -mortar retailer are separately managed, they
too are classified to NAICS 45411.

Some common electronic commerce transactions, such as travel and accommodation bookings, ticket purchases, and financial
transactions, are not included in Canadian retail sales figures.

For more information on retail e-commerce in Canada, see "Retail E-Commerce in Canada."

Total retail sales expressed in volume terms are calculated by deflating current dollar values using consumer price indexes. The retail
sales series in chained (2012) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2012 as the reference year. For more information, see
Calculation of Volume of Retail Trade Sales.

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates — Frequently asked questions.

Real-time tables

Real-time tables 20-10-0054-01 and 20-10-0079-01 will be updated on September 30.

Next release

Data on retail trade for August will be released on October 22.

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X



https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/13-610-x/cannabis-eng.htm?t=2
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/11-621-M2016101
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2406_D13_T9_V2-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle

The Daily, Friday, September 20, 2019

Table 1

Retail sales by province, territory and census metropolitan area — Seasonally adjusted

July June July  June to July 2019 July 2018 to July
2018 2019" 2019P 2019
millions of dollars % change
Canada 50,879 51,296 51,479 0.4 1.2
Newfoundland and Labrador 759 735 743 1.1 -2.2
Prince Edward Island 200 207 207 -0.0 35
Nova Scotia 1,329 1,374 1,377 0.2 3.6
New Brunswick 1,092 1,112 1,082 2.7 -0.9
Quebec 10,868 10,990 10,944 -0.4 0.7
Montréal 5,190 5,336 5,363 0.5 3.3
Ontario 19,037 19,396 19,621 1.2 3.1
Toronto 7,815 8,064 8,151 1.1 4.3
Manitoba 1,759 1,803 1,814 0.6 3.1
Saskatchewan 1,653 1,587 1,602 0.9 -3.1
Alberta 6,872 6,791 6,840 0.7 -0.5
British Columbia 7,133 7,126 7,072 -0.8 -0.8
Vancouver 3,310 3,262 3,279 0.5 -1.0
Yukon 72 72 73 1.6 2.5
Northwest Territories 66 65 64 -1.2 -1.9
Nunavut 38 38 38 0.9 -0.2
r revised

P preliminary

Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

Source(s): Table 20-10-0008-01.
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Table 2
Retail sales by industry — Seasonally adjusted
July June July  JunetoJuly  July 2018 to
2018 2019" 2019P 2019 July 2019
millions of dollars % change
Total retail trade (current dollars) 50,879 51,296 51,479 0.4 1.2
Total retail trade (2012 chained dollars) 47,728 47,692 47,715 0.0 -0.0
Total (current dollars) excluding motor vehicle and parts
dealers 37,543 37,773 37,747 -0.1 0.5
Total (current dollars) excluding motor vehicle and parts
dealers and gasoline stations 31,638 32,277 32,234 -0.1 1.9
Motor vehicle and parts dealers 13,336 13,523 13,732 15 3.0
New car dealers 10,602 10,711 10,972 24 35
Used car dealers 968 1,042 1,031 -1.0 6.5
Other motor vehicle dealers 898 880 860 -2.3 -4.2
Automotive parts, accessories and tire stores 868 890 869 -2.4 0.2
Furniture and home furnishings stores 1,562 1,631 1,625 -0.4 4.0
Furniture stores 982 1,032 1,029 -0.3 4.8
Home furnishings stores 579 599 595 -0.6 2.7
Electronics and appliance stores 1,284 1,177 1,186 0.7 -7.7
Building material and garden equipment and supplies dealers 3,160 3,333 3,226 -3.2 2.1
Food and beverage stores 10,605 10,590 10,653 0.6 0.5
Supermarkets and other grocery (except convenience) stores 7,248 7,230 7,298 0.9 0.7
Convenience stores 727 664 656 -1.3 -9.8
Specialty food stores 647 670 677 11 4.7
Beer, wine and liquor stores 1,982 2,026 2,022 -0.2 2.0
Health and personal care stores 3,916 3,968 4,071 2.6 4.0
Gasoline stations 5,904 5,496 5,613 0.3 -6.6
Clothing and clothing accessories stores 2,953 2,996 2,937 -2.0 -0.5
Clothing stores 2,287 2,343 2,311 -1.3 1.1
Shoe stores 357 349 338 -3.3 -5.5
Jewellery, luggage and leather goods stores 308 304 288 -5.2 -6.6
Sporting goods, hobby, book and music stores 1,046 1,047 1,040 -0.7 -0.6
General merchandise stores 5,818 6,106 6,044 -1.0 3.9
Miscellaneous store retailers 1,296 1,429 1,453 1.7 12.1
Cannabis stores! 91 104 14.3

" revised
P preliminary

1. Data for this Canadian industry are presented in unadjusted form as there is no seasonal pattern established by official statistics yet.

Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): Tables 20-10-0008-01 and 20-10-0078-01.
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Table 3
Retail sales by industry at 2012 constant prices — Seasonally adjusted
July 2018 June 2019" July 2019P June to July July 2018 to
2019 July 2019
millions of dollars % change
Total retail trade at 2012 constant prices® 47,783 47,766 47,784 0.0 0.0
Total excluding motor vehicle and parts dealers 35,957 36,087 35,960 -0.4 0.0
Total excluding motor vehicle and parts dealers
and gasoline stations 30,343 30,492 30,447 -0.1 0.3
Motor vehicle and parts dealers 11,826 11,679 11,824 1.2 -0.0
New car dealers 9,383 9,235 9,441 2.2 0.6
Used car dealers 851 894 880 -1.6 34
Other motor vehicle dealers 768 719 707 -1.7 -7.9
Automotive parts, accessories and tire stores 824 831 796 -4.2 -3.4
Furniture and home furnishings stores 1,503 1,575 1,573 -0.1 4.7
Furniture stores 950 1,007 1,008 0.1 6.1
Home furnishings stores 553 568 565 -0.5 2.2
Electronics and appliance stores 1,482 1,397 1,418 15 -4.3
Building material and garden equipment and supplies
dealers 2,873 2,987 2,890 -3.2 0.6
Food and beverage stores 9,671 9,360 9,401 0.4 -2.8
Supermarkets and other grocery (except
convenience) stores 6,668 6,408 6,458 0.8 -3.1
Convenience stores 610 539 532 -1.3 -12.8
Specialty food stores 578 579 583 0.7 0.9
Beer, wine and liquor stores 1,815 1,833 1,828 -0.3 0.7
Health and personal care stores 4,090 4,119 4,223 2.5 3.3
Gasoline stations 5,614 5,595 5,513 -1.5 -1.8
Clothing and clothing accessories stores 2,891 2,915 2,860 -1.9 -1.1
Clothing stores 2,248 2,297 2,269 -1.2 0.9
Shoe stores 353 342 330 -3.5 -6.5
Jewellery, luggage and leather goods stores 290 276 261 -5.4 -10.0
Sporting goods, hobby, book and music stores 1,023 1,027 1,014 -1.3 -0.9
General merchandise stores 5,588 5,801 5,735 -1.1 2.6
Miscellaneous store retailers 1,221 1,312 1,333 1.6 9.2
Cannabis stores? 86 96 11.3

" revised
P preliminary
1. Calculated using the Laspeyres method.

2. Data for this Canadian industry are presented in unadjusted form as there is no seasonal pattern established by official statistics yet.
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

Source(s): Table 20-10-0078-01.
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Table 4
Retail e-commerce sales — Unadjusted
July June July July
2018 2019 2019 2019
year-over-year
millions of dollars % change
Retail trade sales (44-453) 52,884 54,461 54,484 3.0
Electronic shopping and mail-order houses sales (45411) 947 1,484 1,360 43.6
Retail e-commercel 1,326 1,911 1,760 32.8
Retail e-commercel (% of total retail trade) 2.46 3.42 3.15

... not applicable

1. Retail e-commerce includes e-sales from both store retailers included in the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 44-453 and non-store
retailers included in electronic shopping and mail order houses (NAICS 45411).

Note(s): For more information on retail e-commerce, see "Retail E-Commerce in Canada."

Source(s): Table 20-10-0072-01.

Available tables: 20-10-0008-01, 20-10-0072-01 and 20-10-0078-01.
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 2406 and 2408.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats. STATCAN@canada.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Elizabeth Chretien (613-951-0027; elizabeth.chretien@canada.ca), Retail and Service Industries Division.
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