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The government of Canada legalized the production and sale of cannabis for non-medical purposes on
October 17, 2018. With legalization, Statistics Canada updated the StatsCannabis crowdsourcing application to
track changes in consumer behaviors in response to legalization of cannabis for non-medical use. These updates
included new questions on the source of supply (legal or illegal) and first time use. These new questions
supplemented the original questions on price, location, consumption, quality and quantity purchased.

From October 17, 2018, to March 31, 2019, StatsCannabis received 1,129 new submissions, 936 of which passed
the editing process. These estimates, although passing an initial screening, may still be subject to statistical bias
because the sample is self-selected and the number of responses is limited, particularly in smaller provinces and in
the territories. Therefore, caution must be exercised when interpreting the data.

Higher prices since legalization

Prior to legalization, the unweighted average price per gram of dried cannabis was $6.85 in 2018, based on
the 19,443 submissions by Canadians to the StatsCannabis crowdsourcing application. Post-legalization, the
average price per gram was $8.04, 17.3% higher than the pre-legalization price.

All customers, no matter the frequency of their use, were paying more for dried cannabis after legalization.
Infrequent consumers, or those who use a few times a year, were paying 27.2% more per gram of dried cannabis,
while more frequent users, or those who consume daily, were paying 14.8% more since legalization.

Table 1
Price by frequency of use, pre-legalization and post-legalization
  Pre-legalization Post-legalization Pre-legalization to

post-legalization
Average price Submissions Average price Submissions Growth rate

    dollars per gram   number   dollars per gram   number   % change

Frequency of use          
A few times a year 7.65 1,183 9.72 70 27.2
A few times per month 7.32 1,655 9.18 85 25.4
A few times per week 7.16 3,462 8.26 154 15.3
Daily 6.58 10,238 7.55 444 14.8

Source(s): Cannabis Stats Hub (13-610-X).

Since legalization, individuals purchasing dried cannabis from legal sources have paid an average of $9.99 per
gram, while those purchasing from illegal sources have paid an average of $6.37 per gram. Prior to legalization, the
average price for illegally purchased dried cannabis was $6.79 per gram. The purchase price from legal sources
was, on average, 56.8% higher than the purchase price from illegal sources, according to the crowdsourcing data.
Consumers purchasing from an in-store government-licenced retailer paid $10.73 per gram, making this source of
purchase the most expensive.

Table 2
Source of dried cannabis transaction, post-legalization
  Average price Submissions

    dollars per gram   number

Total (legal and illegal sources combined) 8.04 935
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Table 2 - continued
Source of dried cannabis transaction, post-legalization
  Average price Submissions

Legal 9.99 432
A federal-licenced producer via mail delivery 9.14 100
A government-licenced retailer in-store 10.73 184
A government-licenced retailer via mail delivery 9.65 149

 
Illegal 6.37 503
Other: better quality or variety of cannabis 6.64 148
Other: difficulty accessing legal cannabis 7.29 122
Other: legal cannabis was too expensive 5.71 233

Source(s): Cannabis Stats Hub (13-610-X).

New Brunswick and Manitoba report the largest price increases since legalization

Prices in New Brunswick, which were among the lowest in Canada before October 17, recorded the largest growth
since legalization, up 30.5% per gram for dried cannabis to an average price of $8.27 per gram. Manitoba, at an
average of $9.14 per gram, recorded the second highest growth since legalization, up 27.7% per gram for dried
cannabis. Respondents in British Columbia reported a 3.7% increase in price since legalization, the lowest increase
among the provinces.
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Table 3
Price of dried cannabis by province, pre-legalization and post-legalization
  Pre-legalization Post-legalization Pre-legalization to

post-legalization
Average price Submissions Average price Submissions Change in price

    dollars per gram   number   dollars per gram   number   % change

Newfoundland and Labrador 7.68 224 9.36 15 21.8
Prince Edward Island 7.32 136 7.69 4 5.0
Nova Scotia 7.29 752 8.73 59 19.7
New Brunswick 6.34 476 8.27 22 30.5
Quebec 5.82 5,453 6.75 147 15.9
Ontario 7.42 5,752 8.05 375 8.5
Manitoba 7.15 582 9.14 52 27.7
Saskatchewan 7.28 444 8.02 21 10.3
Alberta 7.30 2,946 9.07 121 24.2
British Columbia 6.89 2,609 7.15 111 3.7
Yukon 9.01 38 10.36 4 15.0
Nunavut 15.24 3 0 0 0
Northwest Territories 12.71 28 14.45 5 13.7

Note(s): The pre-legalization period covers January 1 to October 16, 2018. The post-legalization period covers October 17, 2018, to March 31, 2019.
Source(s): Cannabis Stats Hub (13-610-X).

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5263.

The product Cannabis Stats Hub (13-610-X) is available.

The Latest Developments in the Canadian Economic Accounts (13-605-X) is available.

The User Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-606-G) is available.

The Methodological Guide: Canadian System of Macroeconomic Accounts (13-607-X) is available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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