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There were almost 1.2 million Black people living in Canada in 2016. The Black population is diverse and has a
long and rich history in the country. More than 4 in 10 Black people were born in Canada.
Among the Black population born outside of Canada, the source countries of immigration have changed over time.
More than half of this population who immigrated before 1981 were born in Jamaica and Haiti. Black newcomers
now come from about 125 different countries, mainly from Africa.
The vast majority of the Black population live in large urban areas. In 2016, 94.3% of Black people lived in
Canada's census metropolitan areas, compared with 71.2% of the country's total population. Toronto had the
largest Black population in the country, with 442,015 people or 36.9% of Canada's Black population. It was followed
by Montréal, Ottawa–Gatineau, Edmonton and Calgary, each home to at least 50,000 Black people.
To illustrate the growth and the diversity of the Black population, a first infographic was released on
February 6, 2019. A booklet is now available to provide more information about the richness of diversity among the
Black population in Canada. A number of topics are covered in this booklet including population growth, age and
sex structure, place of birth, generation status, immigration, ethnic and cultural origins, languages and a few
geographical highlights.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3901 and 5178.
The booklet "Diversity of the Black population in Canada: An overview," which is part of the Ethnicity,
Language and Immigration Thematic Series (89-657-X) is now available.
The infographic "Canada's Black population: Growing in number and diversity" is also available.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

