Implementation of NAPCS 2017 and base
year 2012 within the International
Merchandise Trade Program

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Wednesday, November 21, 2018

Today, Statistics Canada is releasing international merchandise trade data classified according to the North
American Product Classification System (NAPCS) 2017 version 1.0. Previously, NAPCS 2007 was used to classify
merchandise trade by commodity.

In addition, price and volume measures previously calculated using 2007 as the base year have been recalculated
using a new selection of representative goods, with 2012 as the base year.

NAPCS 2017 values are now available for reference years 1988 to 2014. Previously published values at the total
export and total import levels have been preserved, but changes will be apparent at all other levels of the
NAPCS 2017 classification.

Base year 2012 prices and volumes classified according to NAPCS 2017 are available for reference
years 1997 to 2014. Compared with previously published data, prices and volumes will different for all levels of
detail, including total exports and total imports.

For values, prices and volumes, revised data for reference periods from January 2015 to October 2018 will be
released on December 6, 2018. Revisions applied to these periods will be more extensive, with changes possible at
all levels of detail.

Differences between NAPCS 2017 and NAPCS 2007 trade values

Differences between trade values published under NAPCS 2017 and those published under NAPCS 2007 are due
primarily to the introduction of new categories, and changes to the concordance used to map values collected under
the Harmonized System (HS) classification to NAPCS.

Table 1
Number of categories in NAPCS 2007 and NAPCS 2017 by level of the classification

NAPCS 2007 NAPCS 2017
International trade section 13 13
International trade division 35 38
NAPCS group 90 101

Note(s): North American Product Classification System (NAPCS).
Source(s): Canadian International Merchandise Trade Program.

Comparing values at the international trade section level, which is composed of the same 13 categories in both
NAPCS 2007 and NAPCS 2017, trade values are generally similar in both versions of the classification. In 2014, the
most recent year available in the historical series, the most significant decrease in the value of exports in
NAPCS 2017 compared with NAPCS 2007 is to the consumer goods category (-$5.5 billion, or -9.4%). The most
significant increase can be observed in the farm, fishing and intermediate food products category (+$5.1 billion, or
+16.6%), with industrial machinery, equipment and parts (+$3.1 billion, or +10.4%) also showing a large increase
under NAPCS 2017.
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Table 2

Comparison of export values between NAPCS 2007 and NAPCS 2017 for reference year 2014

NAPCS 2007 value NAPCS 2017 value Difference, NAPCS

2017 minus NAPCS

Difference between
NAPCS 2017 and

2007 NAPCS 2007
millions of dollars %
Total exports 529,333.6 529,333.6 0.0 0.0
Farm, fishing and intermediate food products 30,732.3 35,843.3 5,111.0 16.6
Energy products 128,666.0 130,150.4 1,484.5 1.2
Metal ores and non-metallic minerals 18,662.5 16,643.4 -2,019.1 -10.8
Metal and non-metallic mineral products 57,758.0 56,111.6 -1,646.4 -2.9
Basic and industrial chemical, plastic and
rubber products 35,580.9 33,865.2 -1,715.7 -4.8
Forestry products and building and packaging
materials 36,663.6 36,879.0 2154 0.6
Industrial machinery, equipment and parts 29,828.1 32,942.8 3,114.7 10.4
Electronic and electrical equipment and parts 24,7715 24,790.6 19.1 0.1
Motor vehicles and parts 73,248.7 73,589.1 340.4 0.5
Aircraft and other transportation equipment and
parts 21,814.3 22,444.2 629.9 2.9
Consumer goods 59,009.2 53,475.3 -5,533.9 -9.4
Special transactions trade 3,313.1 3,313.1 0.0 0.0
Other balance of payments adjustments 9,285.5 9,285.5 0.0 0.0

Note(s): North American Product Classification System (NAPCS).
Source(s): Tables 12-10-0001-01 and 12-10-0121-01.

For imports, the most significant decrease in value in NAPCS 2017 is also to consumer goods (-$6.1 billion, or
-5.8%) in reference year 2014, with basic and industrial chemical, plastic and rubber products (-$4.4 billion, or
-9.7%) also registering a large decrease. The largest increase under NAPCS 2017 is to the industrial machinery,

equipment and parts category (+$8.1 billion, or +16.0%).

Table 3

Comparison of import values between NAPCS 2007 and NAPCS 2017 for reference year 2014

NAPCS 2007 value NAPCS 2017 value Difference, NAPCS

2017 minus NAPCS

Difference between
NAPCS 2017 and

2007 NAPCS 2007
millions of dollars %
Total imports 524,660.9 524,660.9 0.0 0.0
Farm, fishing and intermediate food products 15,117.5 16,882.4 1,764.9 11.7
Energy products 43,475.6 45,087.6 1,612.0 3.7
Metal ores and non-metallic minerals 10,854.1 10,301.6 -552.5 -5.1
Metal and non-metallic mineral products 46,210.5 43,278.6 -2,931.9 -6.3
Basic and industrial chemical, plastic and
rubber products 45,056.8 40,686.8 -4,370.0 -9.7
Forestry products and building and packaging
materials 22,864.9 22,836.4 -28.5 -0.1
Industrial machinery, equipment and parts 50,849.1 58,993.4 8,144.3 16.0
Electronic and electrical equipment and parts 58,713.9 60,383.2 1,669.3 2.8
Motor vehicles and parts 90,479.6 90,835.8 356.1 0.4
Aircraft and other transportation equipment and
parts 17,021.3 17,468.1 446.8 2.6
Consumer goods 106,185.2 100,074.7 -6,110.5 -5.8
Special transactions trade 7,367.5 7,367.5 0.0 0.0
Other balance of payments adjustments 10,464.7 10,464.7 0.0 0.0

Note(s): North American Product Classification System (NAPCS).
Source(s): Tables 12-10-0001-01 and 12-10-0121-01.
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Differences between base year 2012 and base year 2007 prices and volumes

Differences between prices and volumes produced using base year 2012 and those produced using base
year 2007 are due in large part to the change in the base year itself (2012 is now set to 100 for price indexes and
volumes). Also contributing to the differences are the selection of new basket items, changes to sources used to
measure price movements, and changes to nominal (current dollar) trade values due to the adoption of the
NAPCS 2017 classification.

Base year 2012 price and volume statistics have been calculated back to reference year 1997, with a focus on
preserving trends in constant dollar volumes published under base year 2007.

At the total export and total import levels, price indexes calculated using base year 2012 generally follow the same
trends observed for base year 2007. For both exports and imports, the price indexes calculated using base
year 2012 are lower than those calculated using base year 2007. The 2014 total export Paasche price index
is 8.7% lower in base year 2012 compared with base year 2007, and the 2014 total import Paasche price index
is 5.7% lower.

When nominal trade values are deflated using these lower price indexes, in general the result is higher volumes for
base year 2012 relative to base year 2007. Under base year 2012, the total export constant dollar volume for
reference year 2014 is 9.6% higher compared with base year 2007, and the base year 2012 total import constant
dollar volume is 6.0% higher than that published for base year 2007.

New tables for NAPCS 2017

Table 4 provides a listing of the new data tables that have been created for NAPCS 2017 trade statistics. The
previous tables used for NAPCS 2007 have now been archived.

Table 4
Archived and new NAPCS-based tables
Archived NAPCS 2007 table New NAPCS 2017 table

International merchandise trade by commodity, monthly 12-10-0001-01 12-10-0121-01
International merchandise trade by province, commodity, and principal

trading partners 12-10-0012-01 12-10-0119-01
International merchandise trade by commodity, chained 2012 dollars,

monthly 12-10-0003-01 12-10-0123-01
International merchandise trade by commodity, chained 2012 dollars,

quarterly 12-10-0004-01 12-10-0124-01
International merchandise trade, by commodity, price and volume

indexes, monthly 12-10-0087-01 12-10-0128-01
International merchandise trade, by commodity, price and volume

indexes, quarterly 12-10-0006-01 12-10-0125-01
International merchandise trade, by commodity, price and volume

indexes, annual 12-10-0007-01 12-10-0126-01

Note(s): North American Product Classification System (NAPCS).
Source(s): Canadian International Merchandise Trade Program.

In addition, a new real-time table (12-10-0120-01) will be created based on trade values by commodity published in
table 12-10-0121-01. This table replaces real-time table 12-10-0089-01, and will be introduced on
December 17, 2018.
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Note to readers

In both NAPCS 2017 version 1.0 and NAPCS 2007, a variant for merchandise import and export accounts is used to categorize traded
products. For more information, please see NAPCS 2007 and Variant of NAPCS 2007 — Merchandise import and export accounts, as well
as NAPCS 2017 Version 1.0 and Variant of NAPCS Canada 2017 Version 1.0 — Merchandise import and export accounts.

International trade data by commodity are available on a customs basis and balance of payments (BOP) basis. Data included in this
release are on a BOP basis. Values are expressed in nominal terms. 'Price’ statistics refer to fixed-weighted Laspeyres price indexes, and
current-weighted Paasche price indexes. 'Volume' statistics refer to constant dollar volumes, and the volume index, which are calculated
using the Laspeyres formula, as well as chained dollars calculated using the Fisher formula. Indexes express the change in magnitude for
prices or volumes from a baseline of 100 set for a given base year.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 2201, 2202 and 2203.
Available tables: 12-10-0119-01 and 12-10-0121-01 to 12-10-0128-01 .
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us

(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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