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According to the Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure (CFLIM-AT), 19.6% of children lived in low income
in 2016, down from 20.9% in 2015.

The concept underlying the CFLIM-AT is that all persons in a census family are in low income if their family after-tax
income is below half of the median after-tax income, adjusting for family size. For example, in 2016, a three-person
family would have been in low income if its after-tax income was below $35,375.

The decline in low income represents continuation from 2014, when the rate was 21.8%. From 2010 to 2013, the
low-income rate for children was steady between 22.2% and 22.4%.

Chart 1
Low-income rate of children 0 to 17 years of age, Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure
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Source(s): Table 11-10-0018-01, T1 Family File.

The declines in the low-income rate for children are associated with increased government spending on child
benefits in 2015 and 2016. In 2014, the median federal child benefit received by couple families with children was
$2,620. This rose to $3,350 in 2015 and to $3,860 in 2016. For a lone-parent family, the median federal benefits
rose from $3,760 in 2014 to $4,490 in 2015 and then to $5,060 in 2016.

All provinces and territories marked a decline in child low income from 2015 to 2016. Child low income also
declined for children in couple families and children in lone-parent families in most provinces and territories.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001801
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Rates of children living in low-income fall in all provinces and territories

Among provinces, the child low-income rate was lowest in Quebec (16.3%) and Alberta (18.1%), while it was
highest in Manitoba (29.0%) and Saskatchewan (26.7%). Yukon (14.5%) had the lowest child low-income rate
among the territories, while Nunavut (34.8%) had the highest rate.

The rate of children living in low income fell from 2015 to 2016 in all provinces and territories. The largest declines
were in Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia, Yukon and Nunavut, where the
rates fell by at least 1.5 percentage points. Declines in the child low-income rates were relatively small in
Saskatchewan (down 0.4 percentage points) and Alberta (down 0.1 percentage points), where the effects of the
slowdown in the resources sector continued to be felt in 2016.

Low income rates fall more for children in lone-parent families than for children in couple
families

In 2016, 47.4% of children in lone-parent families and 11.7% of children in couple families were in low income. For
children in lone-parent families, this rate was down 2.6 percentage points from 2015, while for children in couple
families it was down 0.8 percentage points from 2015. Lone-parent families tend to have lower family income than
couples, which may make them eligible for larger child benefits.

The incidence of low income for children in lone-parent families varies among provinces and territories. Over 60%
of children in lone-parent families were in low income in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Nunavut. The lowest
provincial and territorial rates of low income among children in lone-parent families were in Yukon (34.8%) and
Quebec (39.9%). The low-income rate among children in lone-parent families fell the most in the Atlantic provinces
of Newfoundland and Labrador (-4.6 percentage points), Prince Edward Island (-4.7 percentage points) and New
Brunswick (-4.8 percentage points).

Child low-income rate fall in most census metropolitan areas

Child low income fell in every census metropolitan area (CMA) from 2015 to 2016, excluding Saskatoon, Calgary
and Edmonton. In Atlantic Canada, the decline was largest in Saint John, New Brunswick, where the child
low-income rate fell from 24.9% in 2015 to 23.5% in 2016. In Quebec, the decline was largest in Sherbrooke
(from 17.4% to 15.8%), and Montréal (from 19.7% to 18.1%). In Ontario, the decline in child low income was largest
in Belleville (from 21.3% to 18.9%), closely followed by Windsor (from 25.7% to 23.6%). The child low-income rate
also fell in Toronto, Ontario's largest CMA (from 22.8% to 21.0%).

In the Prairie provinces, the largest decline in the child low-income rate was in Lethbridge, where low income fell
from 18.9% to 17.0%, followed by Winnipeg (from 24.3% to 23.1%). The child low-income rate was stable or rose
slightly in Saskatoon (+0.2 percentage points), Calgary (+0.1 percentage points) and Edmonton (no change),
associated with slowdowns in the resource economy in those areas. Vancouver, where the child low-income rate fell
from 21.5% to 19.6%, marked the largest drop in child low income among CMAs in British Columbia.

Median incomes are steady nationally from 2015 to 2016, but fall in the Saskatchewan
and Alberta CMAs

At the national level, the median after-tax income of families and persons not in families, remained virtually
unchanged from 2015 ($50,550) to 2016 ($50,620). However, median incomes fell in CMAs such as Calgary,
Edmonton, St. John's, Saskatoon and Regina, where resource sector industries comprised a larger portion of the
local economy.

Calgary and Edmonton were the top two median after-tax income earning CMAs, but these CMAs saw the largest
decreases in median after-tax income from 2015 to 2016. Calgary ($63,540) saw a drop of 4.0%, while Edmonton
($61,330) had a decline of 2.9%. Decreases in after-tax income were also seen in Regina (-1.3% to $58,700),
Saskatoon (-1.8% to $57,750) and St. John's (-1.9% to $55,490).
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Other large CMAs maintained a steady after-tax income growth, continuing trends which have now lasted for
several years. Montréal ($45,210) had the largest growth from 2015 to 2016 among all CMAs, at 1.3%. Vancouver
($50,310) grew 1.2%, while Toronto ($50,620), along with Windsor ($50,510) and Brantford ($50,020), grew 0.9%.
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Table 1
Low income rates for all individuals in census families and non-family persons according to the
Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure
  All individuals Children 0-17 years of age

2015 2016 2015 2016

    %

Canada 17.3 16.8 20.9 19.6
Newfoundland and Labrador 15.4 14.6 21.3 20.0
Prince Edward Island 16.9 16.2 22.3 20.3
Nova Scotia 18.8 18.5 26.1 24.8
New Brunswick 18.1 17.1 24.7 22.8
Quebec 16.8 16.1 17.8 16.3
Ontario 17.7 17.0 21.1 19.5
Manitoba 21.1 20.7 30.2 29.0
Saskatchewan 17.7 18.1 27.1 26.7
Alberta 13.0 13.6 18.2 18.1
British Columbia 19.3 18.7 22.0 20.3
Yukon 12.9 12.1 16.2 14.5
Northwest Territories 18.3 18.3 24.6 24.0
Nunavut 31.2 29.0 38.1 34.8

Source(s): Table 11-10-0018-01, T1 Family File.

Table 2
Low-income rates for children in couple families and in lone-parent families according to the
Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure
  Children 0 to 17 years of age in couple

families
Children 0 to 17 years of age in lone-parent

families

2015 2016 2015 2016

    %

Canada 12.5 11.7 50.0 47.4
Newfoundland and Labrador 8.1 7.7 56.6 52.0
Prince Edward Island 11.5 10.6 53.4 48.7
Nova Scotia 12.9 12.6 56.2 53.2
New Brunswick 11.7 11.2 57.5 52.7
Quebec 10.4 9.4 42.5 39.9
Ontario 13.3 12.3 48.3 45.3
Manitoba 19.0 18.0 64.5 63.0
Saskatchewan 14.0 14.3 61.7 60.1
Alberta 10.3 10.6 50.5 48.9
British Columbia 13.6 12.5 54.2 51.2
Yukon 6.9 6.0 37.7 34.8
Northwest Territories 12.8 12.0 53.8 53.3
Nunavut 28.8 24.7 62.9 62.0

Source(s): Table 11-10-0018-01, T1 Family File.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001801
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Table 3
Low-income rates for children according to the Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure, by
census metropolitan area
  Children 0 to 17 years of age

2015 2016

    %

Canada 20.9 19.6
St. John's 17.6 17.1
Halifax 22.0 21.2
Moncton1 21.7 20.5
Saint John1 24.9 23.5
Saguenay1 12.2 11.1
Québec1 10.6 9.6
Sherbrooke 17.4 15.8
Trois-Rivières 19.2 18.2
Montréal1 19.7 18.1
Ottawa–Gatineau1 17.2 16.2
Kingston 17.4 16.7
Belleville1 21.3 18.9
Peterborough 20.8 20.4
Oshawa 16.7 15.9
Toronto 22.8 21.0
Hamilton 19.6 18.2
St. Catharines–Niagara 21.8 20.2
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo1 17.1 16.5
Brantford 21.7 20.0
Guelph 14.4 13.4
London 22.8 21.3
Windsor 25.7 23.6
Barrie 18.0 16.8
Greater Sudbury1 18.3 17.9
Thunder Bay 23.0 21.9
Winnipeg 24.3 23.1
Regina1 20.9 19.8
Saskatoon1 21.2 21.4
Lethbridge1 18.9 17.0
Calgary 16.1 16.2
Edmonton 17.5 17.5
Kelowna 19.2 17.7
Abbotsford–Mission 19.5 17.9
Vancouver 21.5 19.6
Victoria 17.7 16.1

1. 2015 data have been adjusted to reflect 2016 census metropolitan areas. Before 2016, Belleville and Lethbridge were census agglomerations. As of 2016, the
census agglomeration of Saint-Jean-Sur-Richelieu was merged into the census metropolitan area of Montréal.

Note(s): Go online to view the census subdivisions that comprise the census metropolitan areas, according to Standard Geographical Classification 2016.
Source(s): Table 11-10-0018-01, T1 Family File.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=314312&CVD=314313&CPV=A&CST=01012016&CLV=1&MLV=3
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001801
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Table 4
Median after-tax income of census families and persons not in census families, by census
metropolitan area
  2015 2016 2015 to 2016

    2016 constant dollars   dollars   % change

Canada 50,550 50,620 0.1
St. John's 56,570 55,490 -1.9
Halifax 50,400 50,490 0.2
Moncton1 47,690 47,530 -0.3
Saint John1 47,960 48,130 0.4
Saguenay1 46,410 46,940 1.1
Québec1 49,480 49,880 0.8
Sherbrooke 41,830 42,240 1.0
Trois-Rivières 40,760 41,040 0.7
Montréal1 44,620 45,210 1.3
Ottawa–Gatineau1 59,490 59,540 0.1
Kingston 54,610 54,850 0.4
Belleville1 49,830 49,930 0.2
Peterborough 49,890 49,410 -1.0
Oshawa 60,340 60,420 0.1
Toronto 50,190 50,620 0.9
Hamilton 54,610 55,170 1.0
St. Catharines–Niagara 48,280 48,480 0.4
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo1 56,360 56,150 -0.4
Brantford 49,590 50,020 0.9
Guelph 59,050 59,690 1.1
London 50,760 51,050 0.6
Windsor 50,080 50,510 0.9
Barrie 55,420 55,720 0.5
Greater Sudbury1 54,890 54,320 -1.0
Thunder Bay 52,340 52,060 -0.5
Winnipeg 49,970 50,100 0.3
Regina1 59,500 58,700 -1.3
Saskatoon1 58,630 57,550 -1.8
Lethbridge1 56,160 55,720 -0.8
Calgary 66,160 63,540 -4.0
Edmonton 63,190 61,330 -2.9
Kelowna 52,100 51,900 -0.4
Abbotsford–Mission 50,340 50,490 0.3
Vancouver 49,710 50,310 1.2
Victoria 53,500 53,790 0.5

1. 2015 data have been adjusted to reflect 2016 census metropolitan areas. Before 2016, Belleville and Lethbridge were census agglomerations. As of 2016, the
census agglomeration of Saint-Jean-Sur-Richelieu was merged into the census metropolitan area of Montréal.

Note(s): All figures for previous years have been adjusted for inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index. Go online to view the census subdivisions that
comprise the census metropolitan areas, according to Standard Geographical Classification 2016.

Source(s): Table 11-10-0017-01, T1 Family File.

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=314312&CVD=314313&CPV=A&CST=01012016&CLV=1&MLV=3
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001701
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Note to readers

Data for 2016 family and individual income from the T1 Family File (T1FF) are now available. Data are derived from personal income tax
returns filed in spring 2017, and are available for Canada, the provinces and territories, as well as various sub-provincial/territorial
geographic areas. Data are not adjusted on the basis of Statistics Canada's population estimates.

This release uses the census family concept. A census family refers to a married or a common-law couple, with or without children at
home, or a lone-parent family. Results also include persons not in a census family.

This release reports on low-income statistics using the Census Family After-tax Low-Income Measure (CFLIM-AT) methodology.
Individuals are defined as being in low income if their adjusted after-tax income falls below 50% of the median adjusted after-tax income.
Adjusted after-tax income is derived by dividing census family income by the square root of census family size and assigning this to all
members of the census family. Persons not in census families are treated as census families of size 1. Beginning in 2018, Statistics
Canada has revised the methodology used to calculate the CFLIM. Readers interested in more information should refer to the paper
Methodology Changes: Census Family Low Income Measure Based on the T1 Family File. Data based on the updated CFLIM-AT
methodology can be found in tables 11-10-0018-01 and 11-10-0020-01. Data based on the former CFLIM methodology are available in
table 11-10-0015-01.

Low-income estimates reported in this release differ from those reported in other sources, such as the 2016 Census or the Canadian
Income Survey (CIS). Reasons for this include differences in the unit of analysis and the data coverage. The census and CIS report on
low income using the household unit of analysis (instead of census family), and exclude the territories, collective dwellings and Indian
reserves. Users interested in more details should refer to the paper Low Income Measure: Comparison of Two Data Sources, T1 Family
File and 2016 Census of Population.

After-tax income refers to total income less income taxes. Income taxes refers to the sum of federal income taxes, provincial and
territorial income taxes, less abatement where applicable. Total income includes employment income, investment income, government
transfers, pension income and other income. In accordance with international standards, capital gains are excluded from total income.

The median is the point at which half of the families' after-tax incomes are higher and half are lower.

Estimates of federal child benefits reported in this release include the Canada Child Tax Benefit, the National Child Benefit Supplement
and the Universal Child Care Benefit from 2014 to 2016, and the Canada Child Benefit for 2016. Provincial child benefits are also
included in after-tax income, but are not reported separately.

All figures for previous years have been adjusted for inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index.

All data in this release have been tabulated according to the 2016 Standard Geographical Classification used for the 2016 Census.

A census metropolitan area (CMA) is formed by one or more adjacent municipalities centred on a population centre (also known as the
core). A CMA must have a total population of at least 100,000, of which 50,000 or more must live in the core.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/75F0002M2018001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/75F0002M2018002
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Available tables: 11-10-0004-01 to 11-10-0015-01 , 11-10-0017-01 to 11-10-0020-01 , 11-10-0022-01,
11-10-0023-01, 11-10-0027-01 to 11-10-0029-01 , 11-10-0031-01, 11-10-0033-01, 11-10-0034-01,
11-10-0039-01, 11-10-0050-01, 11-10-0051-01, 11-10-0053-01 and 39-10-0041-01 to 39-10-0043-01 .

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 4105.

The technical reference guide Annual Income Estimates for Census Families, Individuals and Seniors,
T1 Family File, Final Estimates (72-212-X), presents information about the methodology, concepts and data
quality for the data available in this release.

Data for Income of Families (13C0016, various prices), Income of Individuals (13C0015, various prices), and
Income of Seniors (89C0022, various prices) are available for Canada, the provinces and territories, federal
electoral districts, economic regions, census divisions, census metropolitan areas, census agglomerations,
census tracts, and postal-based geographies. These custom services are available upon request.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110000401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110001701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110003101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110003401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110002901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110003301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3910004301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110003901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3910004101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1110005101
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=4105
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/en/catalogue/72-212-X
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=13C0016&ObjType=22&lang=en&limit=0
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=13C0015&ObjType=22&lang=en&limit=0
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=89C0022&ObjType=22&lang=en&limit=0
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

