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Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Tuesday, May 22, 2018

Wholesale sales rose 1.1% to $62.8 billion in March, more than offsetting the decline in February. The motor vehicle
and parts subsector contributed the most to the gain. Excluding this subsector, wholesale sales rose 0.2%.

Sales were up in four of seven subsectors in March. In volume terms, wholesale sales rose 0.8%.

In the first quarter of 2018, wholesale sales rose 0.5% in current dollars and 0.4% in constant dollars compared with
the fourth quarter of 2017. For both current and constant dollars, this marked the eighth consecutive quarterly
increase

Chart 1
Wholesale sales increase in March
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Higher sales in four subsectors

The motor vehicle and parts subsector recorded the largest gain in dollar terms, with sales rising 5.0% to
$11.8 billion, following three consecutive monthly declines. Lower sales in the other two industries within the
subsector were outweighed by gains in the motor vehicle industry (+6.6%), where sales rose following five
consecutive monthly declines. This was the highest sales level since the record high in September 2017 for both
the subsector and the industry. Imports of passenger cars and light trucks were up in both February and March.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Sales in the building material and supplies subsector increased 3.4% to a record high $9.2 billion. Sales were up in
every industry, led by the metal service centres industry (+9.4% to $1.9 billion). Related indicators including imports
of metal and non-metallic mineral products and the Industrial Product Price Index for primary ferrous metal products
and primary non-ferrous metal products also increased in March.

The personal and household goods subsector rose 0.6% to $8.8 billion. Gains in the pharmaceuticals and
pharmacy supplies industry (+3.6%) offset declines in other industries.

Sales in the food, beverage and tobacco subsector declined for the second consecutive month, down 1.4% to
$11.9 billion in March. The food products industry (-1.5%) accounted for most of the decline in the subsector.

Sales in the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector fell for the second time in three months, down 0.5% to
$12.6 billion in March. The computer and communications equipment and supplies (-3.2%) and the construction,
forestry, mining, and industrial machinery, equipment and supplies (-2.5%) industries led the declines.

On a quarterly basis, the food, beverage and tobacco (+2.0%) and the machinery, equipment and supplies (+1.8%)
subsectors led the gain in the first quarter of 2018, their second consecutive quarterly gain. The gains in these
subsectors were attributable to record high sales in January (food) and February (machinery).

Sales up in two provinces, led by Ontario

Sales were up in two provinces in March, which together accounted for 56% of wholesale sales in Canada. In dollar
terms, Ontario contributed the most to the gains.

Sales in Ontario rose 2.5% to $32.8 billion in March, on the strength of higher sales in four of seven subsectors.
This was the largest monthly increase for the province since January 2017. The motor vehicle and parts subsector
(+7.7%) contributed the most to the gain, following five consecutive monthly declines. The building material and
supplies subsector (+8.0%) also contributed to higher sales in Ontario with its second consecutive monthly gain.

In Saskatchewan, sales increased for the first time in five months, up 2.5% to $2.1 billion, on the strength of higher
sales in three subsectors. The gain was led by higher sales in the miscellaneous subsector (+11.6%), following
a 12.1% decline in February. The agricultural supplies industry contributed the most to the gains in the
miscellaneous subsector.

Sales were down in Quebec for the fourth time in five months, declining 0.6% to $11.2 billion. Lower sales in the
food, beverage and tobacco (-6.2%) and the building material and supplies (-2.5%) subsectors contributed the most
to the decline. The food, beverage and tobacco subsector declined for the first time in 2018, while the building,
material and supplies subsector decreased for the second time in three months. Despite the decline in March, sales
in Quebec were up 0.1% in the first quarter of 2018, their eighth consecutive quarterly increase.

Following three consecutive gains, sales in Alberta declined 0.7% to $6.7 billion in March, led by the machinery,
equipment and supplies subsector (-2.6%). This subsector has declined 4.5% in value over the past two months.

Inventories edge down in March

Wholesale inventories edged down 0.1% in March to $82.6 billion. Decreases in three subsectors,
representing 32% of total wholesale inventories, were offset by gains in three other subsectors.



The Daily, Tuesday, May 22, 2018

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X 3

Chart 2
Inventories edge down in March
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Inventories in the motor vehicle and parts subsector decreased 1.3% in March, accounting for the largest drop in
dollar terms. The motor vehicle industry (-3.0%) was the sole contributor to the decline.

The personal and household goods subsector (-0.6%) decreased for the first time in 2018. Lower inventory levels in
the personal goods industry (-6.1%) contributed the most to the drop.

Higher inventories in the building material and supplies subsector (+0.8%) were led by higher stock levels in the
metal service centres industry (+4.6%).

Inventories in the miscellaneous subsector (+0.5%) rose for the fourth time in five months, led by the recyclable
material (+16.0%) and agricultural supplies (+1.0%) industries.

The inventory-to-sales ratio decreased from 1.33 in February to 1.31 in March. This ratio is a measure of the time in
months required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at their current level.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
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Note to readers

This release incorporates annual revisions. Unadjusted monthly wholesale data were revised back to January 2012, while seasonally
adjusted data were revised back to January 2009. Factors influencing revisions include the late receipt of respondent information, the
correction of information in the data provided, the replacement of estimated figures with actual values (once available), the
re-classification of companies within, into and out of the wholesale trade sector and updates to seasonal factors.

Data in volume terms were also revised back to January 2009.

The data have been revised using historical linkage factors designed to preserve the continuity of the time series. The linkage method
leads to larger revisions for more recent periods.

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412) and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated on June 4. For more information, consult the document
Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for April will be released on June 21.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2401_D14_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/rct
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2017
February

2018r
March
2018p

February to
March 2018

March 2017 to
March 2018

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 59,888 62,156 62,834 1.1 4.9
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 52,827 54,200 54,629 0.8 3.4
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor

vehicle and parts 48,485 50,898 51,015 0.2 5.2
 

Farm product 717 785 821 4.6 14.5
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 11,679 12,047 11,877 -1.4 1.7
Food 10,583 10,842 10,676 -1.5 0.9
Beverage 579 623 627 0.7 8.4
Cigarette and tobacco product 517 582 574 -1.3 10.9

 
Personal and household goods 8,359 8,729 8,778 0.6 5.0

Textile, clothing and footwear 1,128 1,148 1,135 -1.1 0.6
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 845 831 820 -1.3 -3.0
Home furnishings 567 580 576 -0.7 1.5
Personal goods 844 864 785 -9.1 -6.9
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 4,255 4,515 4,677 3.6 9.9
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 720 792 785 -0.8 9.0

 
Motor vehicle and parts 11,403 11,259 11,819 5.0 3.7

Motor vehicle 9,227 9,051 9,645 6.6 4.5
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,126 2,142 2,119 -1.1 -0.3
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 50 66 55 -16.1 10.5

 
Building material and supplies 8,386 8,866 9,170 3.4 9.3

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,536 2,802 2,814 0.4 11.0

Metal service centres 1,640 1,716 1,878 9.4 14.6
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 4,210 4,348 4,477 3.0 6.3

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 11,538 12,702 12,644 -0.5 9.6

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,629 1,615 1,724 6.7 5.8
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 3,680 4,126 4,022 -2.5 9.3
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,421 3,855 3,732 -3.2 9.1
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,809 3,106 3,166 1.9 12.7

 
Miscellaneous 7,807 7,769 7,726 -0.6 -1.0

Recyclable material 969 1,074 1,009 -6.0 4.2
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 1,009 1,070 1,049 -2.0 3.9
Agricultural supplies 2,098 1,923 2,028 5.5 -3.3
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,485 1,508 1,496 -0.8 0.8
Other miscellaneous 2,246 2,194 2,143 -2.3 -4.6

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2017
February

2018r
March
2018p

February to
March 2018

March 2017 to
March 2018

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 59,888 62,156 62,834 1.1 4.9
Newfoundland and Labrador 440 352 335 -5.0 -24.0
Prince Edward Island 62 75 71 -4.9 14.8
Nova Scotia 798 838 832 -0.6 4.3
New Brunswick 508 552 548 -0.7 7.8
Quebec 10,814 11,291 11,222 -0.6 3.8
Ontario 30,930 32,011 32,798 2.5 6.0
Manitoba 1,560 1,628 1,621 -0.4 3.9
Saskatchewan 2,163 2,040 2,092 2.5 -3.3
Alberta 6,388 6,790 6,744 -0.7 5.6
British Columbia 6,150 6,501 6,496 -0.1 5.6
Yukon 9 9 10 13.0 4.7
Northwest Territories 52 56 54 -2.8 4.4
Nunavut 13 14 11 -21.3 -11.9

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2017
February

2018r
March
2018p

February to
March 2018

March 2017 to
March 2018

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale inventories 77,553 82,625 82,571 -0.1 6.5
 

Farm product 191 206 200 -2.9 4.8
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 7,859 8,512 8,543 0.4 8.7
Food 7,104 7,717 7,752 0.5 9.1
Beverage 516 521 506 -2.8 -2.0
Cigarette and tobacco product 239 274 285 4.2 19.1

 
Personal and household goods 13,091 13,883 13,804 -0.6 5.4

Textile, clothing and footwear 2,497 2,505 2,513 0.3 0.6
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 1,007 1,089 1,068 -2.0 6.0
Home furnishings 1,225 1,407 1,393 -1.0 13.8
Personal goods 1,824 1,938E 1,819 -6.1 -0.3
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 5,608 5,913 5,993 1.3 6.9
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 930 1,029 1,018 -1.1 9.5

 
Motor vehicle and parts 12,121 12,202 12,043 -1.3 -0.6

Motor vehicle 7,062 7,109 6,892 -3.0 -2.4
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,989 5,017 5,075 1.2 1.7
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 71 75 76 0.5 7.5

 
Building material and supplies 13,020 13,828 13,941 0.8 7.1

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,766 4,145 4,046 -2.4 7.4

Metal service centres 3,666 3,672 3,842 4.6 4.8
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,588 6,012 6,054 0.7 8.3

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 21,755 23,910 23,905 -0.0 9.9

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 5,821 6,476 6,685 3.2 14.8
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 9,221 10,634 10,498 -1.3 13.8
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 2,443 2,313 2,311 -0.1 -5.4
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 4,270 4,486 4,411 -1.7 3.3

 
Miscellaneous 9,515 10,085 10,133 0.5 6.5

Recyclable material 816 804 933 16.0 14.3
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 784 804 768 -4.4 -2.0
Agricultural supplies 3,643 4,170 4,212 1.0 15.6
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,362 1,425 1,426 0.1 4.7
Other miscellaneous 2,910 2,882 2,794 -3.0 -4.0

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca). For analytical information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact John Burton (613-862-4878;
john.burton@canada.ca), Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade Division.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:john.burton@canada.ca

