
Building permits, November 2017
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Wednesday, January 10, 2018

The value of building permits issued by Canadian municipalities declined 7.7% to $7.7 billion in November, the first
decrease in three months. Nationally, the value of permits for all building components declined, with the exception
of single-family dwellings.
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Total value of building permits
 

billions of dollars

4.5

5.0

5.5

6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

8.5

9.0

9.5

Nov.
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Nov.
2017

Seasonally adjusted Trend-cycle

Note(s): The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is indicated with a dotted line on the chart for the current reference month and the three
previous months. For more information, see Note to readers.
Source(s): CANSIM table 026-0010.
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Chart 2
Value of building permits for residential and non-residential sectors
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Note(s): The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is indicated with a dotted line on the chart for the current reference month and the three
previous months. For more information, see Note to readers.
Source(s): CANSIM table 026-0010.

Non-residential construction intentions in 2017 surpass 2016 total

The value of building permits for non-residential structures fell 12.3% to $2.9 billion in November, following two
monthly increases. The decline was spread over the three non-residential components (commercial, industrial and
institutional).

As of November, Canadian municipalities had issued over $100 million more in building permits in 2017 compared
to the 2016 total, led by higher construction intentions for universities, hospitals and manufacturing plants. Initiatives
such as the Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund, announced in the 2016 Federal Budget, may
have contributed to the increase in the value of university building permits in 2017, while multiple high-value permits
helped to drive up the overall value for hospitals and manufacturing plants.

Single-family dwellings hold steady

The value of permits for single-family dwellings remained at $2.6 billion in November. After falling from a peak of
$2.9 billion in October 2016, the value of permits for single-family dwellings remained steady at approximately
$2.6 billion throughout 2017.

In Ontario, the value of permits for single-family dwellings increased gradually over the previous five months. These
gains were offset by slight declines in Alberta and Quebec over the same period. Ontario led the rise in November,
as the value of permits issued for single-family dwellings in the province rose 4.3% to $1.2 billion, accounting
for 46.0% of the national total.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0010&p2=31
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Quebec down in November following a strong October

The value of building permits in Quebec declined for all building components in November, falling 28.3% to
$1.2 billion, the lowest value since February. The decrease came after the province registered a record high
$1.7 billion in October.

The decline in November mainly stemmed from lower construction intentions for multi-family dwellings, which
fell 31.2% to $468.6 million, following eight consecutive monthly increases.

Chart 3
Month-to-month change in value of residential building permits, November 2017
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Source(s): CANSIM table 026-0006.
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Chart 4
Month-to-month change in value of non-residential building permits, November 2017
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Residential update: Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver

Municipalities in the census metropolitan area (CMA) of Toronto issued $1.0 billion in residential permits in
November, up 18.8% from the previous month and a second consecutive monthly increase. The value of permits for
multi-family dwellings rose 30.1% to $532.4 million and the value of permits for single-family dwellings
increased 8.6% to $496.3 million.

Municipalities in the CMA of Montréal issued $481.5 million in residential permits in November, down 26.6% from
the record high in October. Building permits for multi-family dwellings fell 34.8% to $348.1 million, while permits for
single-family dwellings increased 9.4% to $133.4 million.

In the CMA of Vancouver, the value of residential building permits decreased 21.0% to $408.9 million in November,
the second consecutive monthly decline. The value of permits for multi-family dwellings fell 29.5% to $260.3 million,
while the value of permits for single-family dwellings rose 0.2% to $148.6 million.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0006&p2=31
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Note to readers

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally adjusted data, which facilitate comparisons by removing the effects of seasonal
variations. For information on seasonal adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

The Building Permits Survey covers over 2,400 municipalities, representing 95% of the Canadian population. The communities
representing the other 5% of the population are very small and their levels of building activity have little impact on the total for the entire
population.

Building permits data are used as a leading indicator of activity in the construction industry.

The value of planned construction activities presented in this release excludes engineering projects (such as waterworks, sewers or
culverts) and land.

For the purposes of this release, the census metropolitan area of Ottawa–Gatineau (Ontario/Quebec) is divided into two areas: the
Ottawa part and the Gatineau part.

Unless otherwise specified, the highlights refer to seasonally adjusted current dollars and are ranked in terms of dollar change rather than
percentage change.

Building components

Single-family dwellings: Residential buildings containing only one dwelling unit (for example, single-detached house, bungalow, linked
home (linked at the foundation)).

Multi-family dwellings: Residential buildings containing multiple dwelling units (for example, apartment, apartment condominiums, row
house, semi-detached).

Industrial buildings: Buildings used in the transformation of goods or related to transportation and communication.

Commercial buildings: Buildings used in trade or distribution of goods and services.

Institutional and government buildings: Buildings used to house public and semi-public services such as those related to health and
welfare, education, or public administration, as well as buildings used for religious services.

Revision

Data for the current reference month are subject to revision based on late responses. Data for the previous month have been revised.

Trend-cycle estimates have been added to the charts as a complement to the seasonally adjusted series. Both the seasonally adjusted
and the trend-cycle estimates are subject to revision as additional observations become available. These revisions could be large and
even lead to a reversal of movement, especially at the end of the series. The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is
indicated with a dotted line on the chart.

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Next release

Data for December 2017 on building permits will be released on February 7, 2018.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dai-quo/btd-add/btd-add-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
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Table 1
Dwelling units, value of residential and non-residential building permits, Canada – Seasonally
adjusted
  November

2016
September

2017
October

2017r
November

2017p
October to
November

2017

November
2016 to

November
2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total 7,560.5 7,944.0 8,296.2 7,657.3 -7.7 1.3
Residential 5,008.6 4,831.1 4,984.8 4,754.6 -4.6 -5.1

Single1 2,742.7 2,505.9 2,557.2 2,571.9 0.6 -6.2
Multiple 2,265.9 2,325.3 2,427.6 2,182.7 -10.1 -3.7

Non-residential 2,551.9 3,112.8 3,311.4 2,902.8 -12.3 13.8
Industrial 402.5 620.4 716.2 574.3 -19.8 42.7
Commercial 1,491.5 1,472.4 1,717.0 1,549.8 -9.7 3.9
Institutional 657.9 1,020.1 878.2 778.6 -11.3 18.3

 
    number of units   % change

Total dwellings 19,171 17,411 18,361 17,100 -6.9 -10.8
Single1 6,457 5,670 5,652 5,790 2.4 -10.3
Multiple 12,714 11,741 12,709 11,310 -11.0 -11.0

r revised
p preliminary
1. Included in this category are the following types of dwellings: single-detached, mobile home and cottage.
Note(s): Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 026-0006 and 026-0010.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0006&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0010&p2=31
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Table 2
Value of building permits, by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  November

2016
September

2017
October

2017r
November

2017p
October to
November

2017

November
2016 to

November
2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 7,560.5 7,944.0 8,296.2 7,657.3 -7.7 1.3
Residential 5,008.6 4,831.1 4,984.8 4,754.6 -4.6 -5.1
Non-residential 2,551.9 3,112.8 3,311.4 2,902.8 -12.3 13.7

Newfoundland and Labrador 54.7 85.4 55.2 36.8 -33.4 -32.8
Residential 37.2 31.5 27.5 23.5 -14.5 -36.7
Non-residential 17.6 53.9 27.7 13.2 -52.2 -24.6

Prince Edward Island 15.1 22.4 25.8 33.6 30.2 122.5
Residential 11.0 17.0 16.9 21.6 27.8 95.4
Non-residential 4.1 5.4 8.9 12.0 34.8 196.1

Nova Scotia 131.2 142.6 103.3 126.7 22.7 -3.4
Residential 76.6 101.8 64.7 86.5 33.8 13.0
Non-residential 54.6 40.8 38.6 40.2 4.2 -26.3

New Brunswick 108.3 95.9 121.2 88.3 -27.1 -18.5
Residential 54.1 39.5 48.0 41.3 -14.0 -23.6
Non-residential 54.3 56.4 73.1 47.0 -35.7 -13.3

Quebec 1,355.2 1,418.3 1,708.7 1,224.8 -28.3 -9.6
Residential 870.1 907.7 1,050.8 805.6 -23.3 -7.4
Non-residential 485.1 510.6 657.9 419.2 -36.3 -13.6

Ontario 3,228.7 3,043.3 3,522.9 3,196.0 -9.3 -1.0
Residential 2,138.3 1,784.9 1,997.1 2,081.7 4.2 -2.6
Non-residential 1,090.4 1,258.4 1,525.8 1,114.3 -27.0 2.2

Manitoba 179.5 207.6 218.4 310.6 42.3 73.1
Residential 119.1 115.1 149.6 128.7 -14.0 8.0
Non-residential 60.4 92.5 68.7 182.0 164.7 201.3

Saskatchewan 154.7 154.4 146.2 181.5 24.1 17.3
Residential 97.2 90.0 80.6 95.6 18.7 -1.6
Non-residential 57.5 64.4 65.6 85.8 30.9 49.3

Alberta 1,076.9 1,319.6 1,005.8 1,263.6 25.6 17.3
Residential 601.2 695.1 601.4 690.6 14.8 14.9
Non-residential 475.7 624.5 404.5 573.0 41.7 20.5

British Columbia 1,242.3 1,433.2 1,369.0 1,180.3 -13.8 -5.0
Residential 991.7 1,041.6 939.2 774.6 -17.5 -21.9
Non-residential 250.7 391.6 429.8 405.7 -5.6 61.9

Yukon 4.7 17.1 9.7 4.2 -56.3 -10.2
Residential 3.8 5.6 3.5 3.1 -12.1 -18.1
Non-residential 0.9 11.5 6.2 1.1 -81.5 21.2

Northwest Territories 8.7 2.5 9.6 10.7 10.9 23.1
Residential 7.9 1.0 5.2 1.7 -68.2 -79.1
Non-residential 0.8 1.5 4.4 9.0 103.9 ...

Nunavut 0.5 1.7 0.4 0.0 -100.0 -100.0
Residential 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.0 -100.0 -100.0
Non-residential 0.2 1.3 0.1 0.0 -100.0 -100.0

r revised
p preliminary
... not applicable
Note(s): Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 026-0006.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0006&p2=31
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Table 3
Value of building permits, by census metropolitan area – Seasonally adjusted1
  November

2016
September

2017
October

2017r
November

2017p
October to
November

2017

November
2016 to

November
2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, census metropolitan areas 5,957.3 6,295.1 6,522.0 5,974.2 -8.4 -0.52

St. John's 38.8 63.6 35.8 23.9 -33.1 -38.4
Halifax 81.0 103.3 54.3 70.8 30.4 -12.6
Moncton 57.1 40.1 23.3 24.8 6.3 -56.6
Saint John 7.6 17.0 14.4 21.2 47.5 180.5
Saguenay 13.8 19.7 23.7 16.5 -30.3 19.8
Québec 154.3 164.6 115.2 71.2 -38.2 -53.8
Sherbrooke 63.2 22.0 37.7 37.4 -0.8 -40.9
Trois-Rivières 39.5 22.1 23.2 22.1 -4.8 -44.1
Montréal 680.9 804.7 1,073.2 719.0 -33.0 5.6
Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario/Quebec 306.1 366.2 348.7 290.2 -16.8 -5.2

Gatineau part 51.3 54.2 50.1 43.6 -12.9 -14.9
Ottawa part 254.9 311.9 298.6 246.6 -17.4 -3.3

Kingston 20.9 30.8 102.6 26.6 -74.1 27.3
Belleville .. 27.4 12.7 20.1 58.4 ..
Peterborough 12.3 28.2 13.4 19.2 43.2 56.3
Oshawa 102.3 78.1 65.7 115.4 75.6 12.8
Toronto 1,635.7 1,337.8 1,708.8 1,584.8 -7.3 -3.1
Hamilton 154.7 125.0 340.0 109.9 -67.7 -28.9
St. Catharines–Niagara 115.3 104.7 74.8 107.9 44.3 -6.5
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 106.4 188.3 96.0 112.4 17.1 5.7
Brantford 10.2 20.6 8.0 17.6 118.8 71.6
Guelph 36.8 55.3 69.5 30.4 -56.2 -17.2
London 209.8 103.6 102.9 108.4 5.4 -48.3
Windsor 49.2 31.6 23.1 46.3 100.1 -6.1
Barrie 29.4 36.6 33.9 79.3 134.1 169.6
Greater Sudbury 13.6 37.7 16.1 17.3 7.2 26.8
Thunder Bay 4.1 7.7 9.7 21.0 117.0 416.8
Winnipeg 135.4 158.4 148.1 242.5 63.7 79.1
Regina 55.3 51.3 38.6 69.0 78.9 24.8
Saskatoon 77.5 62.0 70.2 76.1 8.4 -1.8
Lethbridge .. 18.9 7.6 25.9 241.5 ..
Calgary 221.5 660.9 320.3 494.4 54.4 123.2
Edmonton 526.6 373.9 453.1 489.4 8.0 -7.1
Kelowna 61.8 66.5 62.9 76.4 21.5 23.7
Abbotsford–Mission 10.6 36.4 36.2 30.2 -16.6 183.9
Vancouver 866.5 911.4 775.2 708.3 -8.6 -18.3
Victoria 59.0 118.7 183.3 48.4 -73.6 -18.1

r revised
p preliminary
.. not available for a specific reference period
1. Go online to view the census subdivisions that make up the census metropolitan areas.
2. This figure excludes Belleville and Lethbridge.
Note(s): Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 026-0006.

Available in CANSIM: tables 026-0001 to 026-0008 and 026-0010.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2802.

The November 2017 issue of Building Permits (64-001-X) will be available January 11, 2018.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/subjects-sujets/standard-norme/daily-quotidien/5000074-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0006&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0010&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0001..026-0008&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2802-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/IPS/display?cat_num=64-001-X
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

