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New data on non-adherence to prescription medication due to cost are now available for custom requests from the
rapid response component of the Canadian Community Health Survey – Annual Component.

Note to readers

The data were collected from all provinces between January and June 2016.

The content of this rapid response deals with non-adherence to prescription medication due to cost. Non-adherence can be defined by
behaviours such as failing to fill, collect or take prescribed medication, reducing or skipping the medication dosage, or delaying filling
prescriptions.

The questions related to the financial aspect of non-adherence to prescription medication aim to capture the direct costs of afforded or not
afforded medication, in the last 12 months.

In addition, respondents are asked questions on the behaviours of health-care professionals and pharmacists to help alleviate the
cost-related burden of their patients.

Respondents are also asked to report the health conditions for which prescriptions were issued and could not be afforded, and lastly, the
negative effects on their health and other aspects of their life because of their inability to afford their prescriptions.

The data collected will be used to identify the segment of the Canadian population who engage in cost-related non-adherence of
prescription medication, what health conditions are involved, and what trade-offs are made to their other expenses to compensate.

The data are now available in the Research Data Centres.

The addition of these questions to the Canadian Community Health Survey was sponsored by the University of British Columbia Centre
for Health Services and Policy Research.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3226.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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