
Wholesale trade, July 2017
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Thursday, September 21, 2017

Wholesale sales rose 1.5% to $62.4 billion in July, following a 0.6% decline in June. Sales were up in five of the
seven subsectors, representing 86% of total wholesale sales. The building material and supplies and the food,
beverage and tobacco subsectors contributed the most to the advance.

In volume terms, wholesale sales were up 2.1%.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales increase in July
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Sales up in five of seven subsectors, led by the building material and supplies subsector

The building material and supplies subsector reported the largest gain in dollar terms in July, increasing 4.8% to
$9.0 billion. Two of three industries within the subsector reported higher sales—led by the lumber, millwork,
hardware and other building supplies industry (+9.6%)—which posted its fourth increase in five months.

Sales in the food, beverage and tobacco subsector rose 2.4% to $12.2 billion in July, following a 1.2% decline in
June. All three industries in the subsector increased, led by the food industry—up 1.3% to $10.9 billion—mostly
erasing the 1.4% decline in June.

Sales in the motor vehicle and parts subsector rose 1.4% to $11.6 billion on stronger sales in the motor vehicle
industry (+1.5%). Imports of passenger cars and light trucks increased in July.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31


The Daily, Thursday, September 21, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X2

Sales in the miscellaneous subsector decreased 1.3% to $8.0 billion. Sales were down in four of the five industries
in the subsector, with the recyclable material and chemical (except agricultural) and allied product industry
contributing the most to the drop.

The farm product subsector declined for a second consecutive month, down 0.3% in July.

Sales increase in seven provinces, led by Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan

Sales in Alberta rose for the 9th time in 10 months, up 4.3% to $6.9 billion in July. Six of seven subsectors posted
increases, led by the machinery, equipment and supplies (+7.3%) and the food, beverage and tobacco (+5.2%)
subsectors. Sales in the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector in Alberta rose for the third time in four
months, growing 11.5% over the period.

Wholesale sales in British Columbia rose for the third consecutive month, up 3.4% to $6.6 billion in July on the
strength of higher sales in the building material and supplies (+9.2%) and the food, beverage and tobacco (+5.1%)
subsectors. The building material and supplies subsector reported a record high $1.8 billion in sales in July.

Sales in Saskatchewan rose 9.9% to $2.4 billion in July, with increases in six of the seven subsectors. The majority
of the gain was driven by higher wholesale sales in the miscellaneous subsector (+16.8%), the largest subsector
within the province.

In Quebec, sales increased 1.4% to $11.1 billion. The machinery, equipment and supplies (+4.8%) and personal
and household goods (+5.1%) subsectors were the main contributors to the gain. The building materials and
supplies subsector (+2.7%) also contributed to the rise, reaching its highest sales value on record.

Sales in Ontario rose for an eighth consecutive month, up 0.4% to $31.8 billion in July. The increase was
attributable to higher sales in the food, beverage and tobacco (+3.3%) and the motor vehicle and parts (+2.0%)
subsectors. Wholesale sales in Ontario have grown by 8.2% over this eight month period,

In Manitoba, sales rose 0.4% to $1.6 billion with sales up in five subsectors. The majority of the increase was
attributable to gains in the building material and supplies subsector, up 6.8% to $225 million in July.

In Newfoundland and Labrador, sales rose 1.1% to $443 million. Sales were up in five of the seven subsectors, with
the food, beverage and tobacco subsector contributing the most in dollar terms, up 17.0% to $162 million.

Sales in Nova Scotia (-3.4%) fell in five of the seven subsectors. The decline was mainly attributable to lower
wholesale sales in the motor vehicles and parts (-9.9%) and food, beverage and tobacco (-8.5%) subsectors. The
loss was partly offset by an increase in the building material and supplies subsector (+9.8%).

Sales in Prince Edward Island were down for a second consecutive month, declining 9.8% to $79 million in July.

In New Brunswick, sales declined 3.2% to $579 million following five consecutive increases. The decrease was led
by the food, beverage and tobacco subsector (-12.8%). Wholesale sales were down in all three industries, with the
food industry contributing the most to the decline.

Inventories rise in July

Wholesale inventories increased for the fourth consecutive month, up 0.7% to a record $80.8 billion in July.
Inventories were up in five of seven subsectors, representing 83% of total wholesale inventories.
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Chart 2
Inventories rise in July
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

In dollar terms, the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector (+1.7%) recorded the largest gain, followed by the
motor vehicle and parts subsector (+1.8%). This was the third increase in four months for both subsectors.

The food, beverage and tobacco subsector (+0.7%) posted its fifth increase of 2017.

In the miscellaneous subsector (+0.3%), inventories rose for the 10th consecutive month.

Inventories in the personal and household goods subsector edged up 0.2% in July following a 5.5% gain in June.

The building material and supplies subsector (-0.9%) declined for the first time in three months.

The inventory-to-sales ratio declined from 1.31 in June to 1.30 in July. This ratio is a measure of the time in months
required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at their current level.

Wholesale trade in British Columbia at a glance

British Columbia had sales of $69.7 billion in 2016—the fourth largest province in terms of its contribution to total
wholesale sales. British Columbia accounted for 10% of wholesale sales in Canada in 2016, preceded by Ontario
(51%), Quebec (18%) and Alberta (11%).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
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Chart 3
Provincial shares of total wholesales sales
 

Newfoundland and Labrador

Prince Edward Island

Nova Scotia

New Brunswick

Quebec

Ontario

Manitoba

Saskatchewan

Alberta

British Columbia

Yukon

Northwest Territories

Nunavut

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

%
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British Columbia is an important port of entry, especially with Asia, and wholesalers are significantly involved in
imports and exports. British Columbia is the third largest province of entry for imports and the fourth largest
province of domestic exports. In terms of exports by wholesalers, British Columbia is the third largest among the
provinces. British Columbia led growth in gross domestic product for a second consecutive year in 2016.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Chart 4
Gross domestic product growth by province
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The top contributing subsectors in British Columbia

The building material and supplies; food, beverage and tobacco; and machinery, equipment and supplies were the
top three wholesale subsectors in British Columbia in 2016.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=379-0030&p2=31
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Chart 5
Share of subsectors in total wholesale sales in British Columbia in 2016
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With the exception of 2008 and 2009, the building material and supplies subsector has been the largest subsector
in British Columbia since 2004, followed by the food, beverage and tobacco and the machinery, equipment and
supplies subsectors. In 2008 and 2009, the food, beverage and tobacco subsector was the top subsector, largely
because sales in the building material and supplies subsector and in the machinery, equipment and supplies
subsector declined significantly over this period, while the food, beverage and tobacco subsector was less affected
by the recession.

The building material and supplies subsector

The building material and supplies subsector was responsible one-quarter of total wholesale sales in British
Columbia in 2016. Among the component industries within this subsector, the lumber, millwork, hardware and other
building supplies industry was the largest, accounting for 71% the subsector.

British Columbia accounted for 47% of total Canadian shipments of lumber (softwood and hardwood combined)
in 2016 and held 39% of total lumber stocks in Canada.

The recession and recovery

Similar to sales in other provinces, wholesale sales in British Columbia were affected by the economic recession
of 2008-2009. Sales declined for seven straight months from September 2008 to March 2009, started recovering
since then, exceeded its prerecession high by May 2012, and continued to climb. Sales in the building material and
supplies subsector followed a similar pattern. The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector reached its
prerecession high in the third quarter of 2014. Conversely, the food, beverage and tobacco subsector contracted
less and reached its prerecession level by the fourth quarter of 2011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Chart 6
Wholesale sales in British Columbia
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Total wholesale sales in British Columbia have been on an upward trend since late 2009, with sales increasing for
seven consecutive years from 2010 to 2016. On average, sales grew 6.0% annually from 2010 to 2016, while
overall total wholesale sales in Canada grew 4.6% over the same period. Among the top three subsectors in British
Columbia, both the building material and supplies and the machinery, equipment and supplies subsectors rose for
seven consecutive years from 2010 to 2016, while, the food, beverage and tobacco subsector increased for six
consecutive years.

In 2016, only Prince Edward Island (+9.9%), Saskatchewan (+7.0%) and Newfoundland and Labrador (+6.4%)
reported average yearly growth rates above British Columbia.

Seasonally adjusted data of wholesale trade subsectors by province

Beginning in August 2017, the Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey began to publish seasonally adjusted data at the
three-digit North American Industry Classification System level for each province and territory. This provides the
sales contributions of individual subsectors by province, allowing for a more in-depth analysis of the performance of
the provinces and territories within the wholesale trade sector.

From January to July 2017, sales in British Columbia grew 7.5% to $6.6 billion, with the building material and
supplies subsector (+16.7% to $1.8 billion) increasing the most in dollar terms, followed by the food, beverage and
tobacco (+8.9% to $1.5 billion) and the machinery, equipment and supplies (+4.3% to $1.1 billion) subsectors. Sales
also increased in the personal and household goods (+6.7% to $649 million), the motor vehicle and parts (+3.7% to
$885 million) and the farm product (+4.7% to $64 million) subsectors over this period. The miscellaneous subsector
(-4.6% to $723 million) was the lone subsector to report a year-to-date sales decline in July 2017.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Chart 7
Top five subsectors in British Columbia
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http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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In celebration of the country's 150th birthday, Statistics Canada is presenting
snapshots from our rich statistical history.

In recent decades, the sales of computer and communications equipment wholesalers
have fluctuated markedly with the growth and decline of information and
communications technology-based manufacturing.

From 1993 to 2000, computer and equipment wholesalers posted steady gains, reaching $31.5 billion in 2000.
This was a period of significant technological change for both business and consumers. By 1995, the internet
was coming into common use and standards were created for broadcasting Wi-Fi signals (1997). These were
also the years during which many businesses were making sizeable investments in the adoption of advanced,
computer-based technologies.

A major shift occurred in 2000 when computer and communications equipment wholesalers recorded four
annual declines, reaching a low of $26.4 billion in 2004—the lowest value since 1996. However, this was also a
period during which Bluetooth technology, the smartphone and GPS technology were being broadly
commercialized.

Sales began to recover in 2005 and reached a new peak in 2008. New smartphone devices were released for
the first time in the United States (2007) and Canada (2008). Computer and communications equipment
wholesalers saw their sales decline during the 2008-2009 recession, with annual sales in 2009 down
almost 5%. Recovery happened quickly in 2010, bolstered by the introduction of new smartphones and
consumer technologies, as the industry reached record highs in the following years prior to a pause in 2016.
These recent years coincided with the introduction of tablet computers. New upgraded versions of
smartphones and tablets also affected sales during this period.

For a visual overview of these data, consult the chart Computer and communications equipment and supplies,
wholesale sales ($billion), Canada, 1993 to 2016.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412) and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated in the near future. For more information, consult the
document Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for August will be released on October 23.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/othervisuals/other002
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2401_D14_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/rct
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  July

2016
June

2017r
July

2017p
June to July 2017 July 2016 to July

2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 56,735 61,430 62,382 1.5 10.0
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 50,749 53,998 55,122 2.1 8.6
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor

vehicle and parts 45,926 49,973 50,770 1.6 10.5
 

Farm product 674 752 750 -0.3 11.2
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 11,298 11,865 12,152 2.4 7.6
Food 10,215 10,731 10,874 1.3 6.4
Beverage 575 597 719 20.6 25.2
Cigarette and tobacco product 508 538 559 4.0 10.1

 
Personal and household goods 8,064 8,548 8,662 1.3 7.4

Textile, clothing and footwear 1,041 1,146 1,263 10.2 21.3
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 727 812 809 -0.3 11.4
Home furnishings 554 610 615 0.9 11.1
Personal goods 790 851 841 -1.2 6.5
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 4,179 4,346 4,409 1.5 5.5
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 773 784 724 -7.6 -6.3

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,809 11,457 11,612 1.4 7.4

Motor vehicle 8,758 9,146 9,280 1.5 6.0
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,007 2,254 2,276 1.0 13.4
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 44 57 56 -1.7 25.8

 
Building material and supplies 7,710 8,599 9,014 4.8 16.9

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,541 2,660 2,698 1.4 6.2

Metal service centres 1,394 1,654 1,618 -2.2 16.1
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 3,775 4,286 4,698 9.6 24.4

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 11,051 12,210 12,299 0.7 11.3

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,404 1,620 1,637 1.0 16.5
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 3,396 3,862 3,969 2.8 16.9
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,650 3,824 3,744 -2.1 2.6
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,600 2,904 2,948 1.5 13.4

 
Miscellaneous 7,129 7,999 7,893 -1.3 10.7

Recyclable material 678 963 889 -7.7 31.0
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 954 1,009 994 -1.5 4.3
Agricultural supplies 2,049 2,352 2,390 1.6 16.7
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,292 1,481 1,448 -2.3 12.0
Other miscellaneous 2,156 2,193 2,172 -0.9 0.8

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  July

2016
June

2017r
July

2017p
June to July 2017 July 2016 to July

2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 56,735 61,430 62,382 1.5 10.0
Newfoundland and Labrador 420 439 443 1.1 5.6
Prince Edward Island 73 87 79 -9.8 8.1
Nova Scotia 776 869 839 -3.4 8.2
New Brunswick 513 599 579 -3.2 13.0
Quebec 10,238 10,938 11,095 1.4 8.4
Ontario 29,352 31,640 31,770 0.4 8.2
Manitoba 1,469 1,605 1,612 0.4 9.7
Saskatchewan 2,138 2,178 2,393 9.9 11.9
Alberta 5,894 6,577 6,857 4.3 16.3
British Columbia 5,776 6,413 6,634 3.4 14.9
Yukon 17 22 20 -9.3 16.6
Northwest Territories 60 51 52 1.1 -13.6
Nunavut 9 11 7 -37.0 -22.5

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31


The Daily, Thursday, September 21, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X12

Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  July

2016
June

2017r
July

2017p
June to July 2017 July 2016 to July

2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale inventories 73,070 80,274 80,847 0.7 10.6
 

Farm product 192E 191 188 -1.4 -2.1
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 7,591 8,030 8,085 0.7 6.5
Food 6,987 7,376 7,453 1.0 6.7
Beverage 399 432 420 -2.7 5.3
Cigarette and tobacco product 205 222 212 -4.5 3.2

 
Personal and household goods 13,546 14,461 14,485 0.2 6.9

Textile, clothing and footwear 2,732 3,550E 3,583E 0.9 31.2
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 912 1,078 1,060 -1.6 16.2
Home furnishings 1,250 1,209 1,199 -0.8 -4.1
Personal goods 1,831 1,886E 2,101 11.4 14.7
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 5,846 5,730 5,684 -0.8 -2.8
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 974 1,007 858 -14.8 -11.9

 
Motor vehicle and parts 11,181 12,401 12,619 1.8 12.9

Motor vehicle 6,671 7,454 7,647 2.6 14.6
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,428 4,865 4,893 0.6 10.5
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 82 82 79 -2.5 -2.9

 
Building material and supplies 11,635 13,281 13,161 -0.9 13.1

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,580 4,050 3,948 -2.5 10.3

Metal service centres 3,038 3,508 3,416 -2.6 12.4
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,017 5,723 5,797 1.3 15.5

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 20,809 22,017 22,380 1.7 7.6

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 5,146 5,647 5,891 4.3 14.5
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 10,056 9,369 9,515 1.6 -5.4
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 1,982 2,463 2,433 -1.2 22.7
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 3,624 4,539 4,541 0.0 25.3

 
Miscellaneous 8,116 9,894 9,928 0.3 22.3

Recyclable material 519 868E 847 -2.4 63.3
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 768 761 752 -1.2 -2.2
Agricultural supplies 3,067 3,959 3,889 -1.8 26.8
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,327 1,343 1,347 0.3 1.5
Other miscellaneous 2,434 2,964 3,094 4.4 27.1

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

