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Wholesale sales rose 0.9% in March and surpassed the $60 billion mark for the first time. Gains were recorded in
four of seven subsectors, accounting for 60% of total wholesale sales, and were led by the building material and
supplies subsector.

In the first quarter of 2017, wholesale sales were up 3.6% from the fourth quarter of 2016. This was the highest
quarterly change since the second quarter of 2008.

In volume terms, wholesale sales increased 0.6% from February to March.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales increase in March
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Higher sales in four subsectors

The building material and supplies subsector recorded the largest increase in dollar terms, as sales rose 3.9% to a
record high $8.4 billion on the strength of higher sales in the lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies
industry (+5.7%) and the metal service centres industry (+8.2%). Exports of lumber and other sawmill and millwork
products rose 6.0% in March.

Sales in the miscellaneous subsector rose 2.2% to $7.9 billion, following a 0.2% decline in February. Four of five
industries contributed to the gain in March, with the chemical (except agricultural) and allied product industry
contributing the most.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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The food, beverage and tobacco subsector posted a second consecutive increase with sales growing 1.1% to
$11.6 billion. Gains in the food industry (+1.1%) led the increase.

Sales were up 0.5% in the personal and household goods subsector, to $8.3 billion. While gains were widespread
across the industries within the subsector, the personal goods industry (+5.0%) contributed the most.

The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector decreased 0.5% to $11.6 billion, following five months of
increases. The construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery, equipment and supplies industry (-3.6%)
contributed the most to the decline.

Sales in the motor vehicle and parts subsector edged down 0.2% to $11.6 billion as sales in the motor vehicle
industry declined 0.5%. This was a second consecutive decline for both the subsector and the industry.

The farm product subsector (-1.6%) also declined in March.

Sales up in nine provinces

Wholesale sales were up in nine provinces in March, representing 97% of total wholesale sales. In dollar terms,
British Columbia, Quebec, and Newfoundland and Labrador led the gain.

Following two consecutive declines, sales in British Columbia rose 1.9% to $6.3 billion, the second-highest sales
level on record, primarily on higher sales in the building material and supplies subsector.

In Quebec, sales increased 1.1% to a record high $10.8 billion, led by the food, beverage and tobacco subsector.
This was Quebec's third monthly increase in the past four months.

Newfoundland and Labrador recorded its first gain in four months, with sales jumping 29.3% to $489 million, the
highest since November 2016. The miscellaneous subsector was the largest contributor to the increase.

Sales in Alberta rose 1.5% to $6.4 billion, a sixth consecutive increase. Gains were recorded in four subsectors, led
by the motor vehicle and parts subsector and the building material and supplies subsector.

Ontario posted a fourth consecutive increase, with sales up 0.3% to a record high $31.0 billion. Gains in three
subsectors, led by the building material and supplies subsector, offset declines in the other subsectors.

In Saskatchewan, sales were up 1.4% to $2.2 billion, with only the miscellaneous subsector posting a gain while
other subsectors declined.

Sales in Nova Scotia increased 1.8% to $808 million, led by gains in the motor vehicle and parts subsector.

In Prince Edward Island, sales rose 6.1% to $74 million on the strength of gains in five subsectors, mostly offsetting
a 6.0% decline in February.

Sales in New Brunswick edged up 0.1% to $508 million, led by higher sales in the building material and supplies
subsector.

Manitoba recorded the lone decrease in March, with sales edging down 0.1% to $1.6 billion. Declines were
recorded in five subsectors.

Inventories edge down in March

Wholesale inventories edged down 0.3% to $77.8 billion in March. Lower inventories in two subsectors,
representing 45% of wholesale inventories, more than offset higher inventories in others.
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Chart 2
Wholesale inventories edge down in March
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector (-3.7%) posted the largest decrease in dollar terms in March, the
first decline in eight months.

Inventories in the personal and household goods subsector were down 2.4%, the first decline in four months.

Inventories in the miscellaneous subsector rose 5.7%, reaching their highest level on record in March.

In the building material and supplies subsector (+2.0%), inventories increased for the fourth consecutive month.

The motor vehicle and parts subsector posted its second consecutive increase, with inventories up 0.8% to their
highest level on record.

Higher inventories were also reported by the food, beverage and tobacco subsector (+0.9%).

The inventory-to-sales ratio declined from 1.31 in February to 1.29 in March. This ratio is a measure of the time in
months required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at their current level.

Note to readers

Starting with the May 2017 release of March data, estimates for the Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey are being calculated using a new
sample. The sample design has been modified to improve efficiency. The sample is periodically refreshed to take advantage of
improvements made to the Business Register since the last sample selection, reflecting births, deaths and other changes to the survey
population. In addition, the survey estimation methodology has been enhanced to use more administrative data. Seasonal adjustment
specifications and factors were reviewed and updated.

Regular annual revisions from 2016 and typical historical revisions are also included in the new data series.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
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The data have been revised using historical linkage factors designed to preserve the continuity of the time series. The linkage method
leads to larger revisions for more recent periods.

Seasonally adjusted estimates in CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0012 have been revised back to 2009. Unadjusted estimates in
CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0012 have been adjusted back to 2012.

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412) and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated on June 5. For more information, consult the document
Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for April will be released on June 20.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2401_D14_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/rct


The Daily, Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X 5

Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2016r
February

2017r
March
2017p

February to
March 2017

March 2016 to
March 2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 54,657 59,665 60,221 0.9 10.2
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 49,224 52,857 53,199 0.6 8.1
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor

vehicle and parts 44,436 48,059 48,633 1.2 9.4
 

Farm product 652 705 694 -1.6 6.3
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 10,640 11,519 11,646 1.1 9.5
Food 9,553 10,447 10,566 1.1 10.6
Beverage 578 575 574 -0.2 -0.6
Cigarette and tobacco product 509 497 506 2.0 -0.6

 
Personal and household goods 7,881 8,293 8,333 0.5 5.7

Textile, clothing and footwear 1,050 1,134 1,123 -1.0 7.0
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 700 789 804 1.8 14.8
Home furnishings 544 573 579 1.0 6.6
Personal goods 718 796 836 5.0 16.5
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 4,111 4,287 4,273 -0.3 3.9
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 759 713 718 0.8 -5.4

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,221 11,606 11,588 -0.2 13.4

Motor vehicle 8,054 9,361 9,311 -0.5 15.6
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,123 2,195 2,226 1.4 4.8
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 43 49 51 3.5 17.1

 
Building material and supplies 7,635 8,134 8,448 3.9 10.6

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,394 2,602 2,559 -1.6 6.9

Metal service centres 1,443 1,562 1,691 8.2 17.2
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 3,798 3,970 4,198 5.7 10.5

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 10,824 11,677 11,613 -0.5 7.3

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,333 1,685 1,632 -3.1 22.5
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 3,466 3,939 3,796 -3.6 9.5
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,544 3,308 3,420 3.4 -3.5
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,480 2,745 2,765 0.7 11.5

 
Miscellaneous 6,803 7,730 7,898 2.2 16.1

Recyclable material 567 916 963 5.1 69.8
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 945 1,001 984 -1.6 4.2
Agricultural supplies 1,935 2,131 2,155 1.2 11.3
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,367 1,479 1,565 5.8 14.5
Other miscellaneous 1,989 2,205 2,231 1.2 12.2

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2016r
February

2017r
March
2017p

February to
March 2017

March 2016 to
March 2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 54,657 59,665 60,221 0.9 10.2
Newfoundland and Labrador 345 378 489 29.3 41.8
Prince Edward Island 66 70 74 6.1 12.7
Nova Scotia 758 794 808 1.8 6.6
New Brunswick 499 508 508 0.1 1.9
Quebec 9,833 10,694 10,809 1.1 9.9
Ontario 28,242 30,925 31,010 0.3 9.8
Manitoba 1,559 1,597 1,594 -0.1 2.3
Saskatchewan 1,900 2,132 2,161 1.4 13.8
Alberta 5,954 6,347 6,442 1.5 8.2
British Columbia 5,398 6,133 6,251 1.9 15.8
Yukon 19 22 22 1.7 14.2
Northwest Territories 80 59 45 -23.6 -44.0
Nunavut 6 7 8 15.2 43.6

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  March

2016r
February

2017r
March
2017p

February to
March 2017

March 2016 to
March 2017

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale inventories 73,327 78,066 77,831 -0.3 6.1
 

Farm product 234E 211 216 2.6 -7.9
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 7,185 7,773 7,841 0.9 9.1
Food 6,619 7,115 7,167 0.7 8.3
Beverage 386 428 449 5.0 16.3
Cigarette and tobacco product 180 231 224 -2.7 24.8

 
Personal and household goods 13,496 13,873 13,541 -2.4 0.3

Textile, clothing and footwear 2,698 3,176E 2,950 -7.1 9.3
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 942 969 975 0.7 3.6
Home furnishings 1,225 1,211 1,133 -6.4 -7.5
Personal goods 1,775 1,908 1,919 0.6 8.1
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 5,917 5,724 5,656 -1.2 -4.4
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 938 887 908 2.4 -3.2

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,629 12,032 12,127 0.8 14.1

Motor vehicle 6,256 6,874 6,899 0.4 10.3
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,288 5,082 5,149 1.3 20.1
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 85 75 80 5.8 -6.7

 
Building material and supplies 11,917 12,505 12,758 2.0 7.1

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,598 3,899 3,828 -1.8 6.4

Metal service centres 3,130 3,318 3,421 3.1 9.3
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,188 5,287 5,509 4.2 6.2

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 21,227 22,653 21,811 -3.7 2.8

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 4,941 5,987 5,632 -5.9 14.0
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 10,576 10,031 9,397 -6.3 -11.1
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 1,819 2,387 2,535 6.2 39.4
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 3,890 4,248 4,246 -0.0 9.1

 
Miscellaneous 8,639 9,020 9,538 5.7 10.4

Recyclable material 445 F F F F
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 816 768 768 -0.1 -5.9
Agricultural supplies 3,366 3,529 3,762 6.6 11.8
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,434 1,431 1,435 0.3 0.1
Other miscellaneous 2,577 2,413 2,667 10.5 3.5

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Farzana Choudhury (613-218-0349; farzana.choudhury@canada.ca), Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade
Division.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:farzana.choudhury@canada.ca

