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This article examines the decline in commercial sales of milk since 2009, as well as what types of milk Canadians
have preferred since 1960. It also studies the changing popularity of different types of dairy products such as yogurt
and ice cream.

Overall, Canadians' preferences for milk and dairy products have shifted from high-fat products to low-fat ones. In
spite of increases in Canada's population, sales of commercial milk have not followed the same trend. This might
be due in part to an aging and more ethnically diverse population, one that is less likely to consume milk and dairy
products.

In celebration of the country's 150th birthday, Statistics Canada is presenting
snapshots from our rich statistical history.

The Canadian dairy industry has its origins in the 1500s, when settlers brought dairy
cattle over from Europe. The Canadian dairy industry has since grown into a $6 billion
industry, according to 2015 farm cash receipts. It is the third-largest agricultural

industry in Canada and the largest in Quebec.

From 1921 to 1941, the number of dairy cows reported in the Census of Agriculture increased.
From 1956 onwards, the number of dairy cows in Canada has steadily declined. Milk production peaked
in 1966 with eight billion litres and has since remained relatively steady, ranging from seven to eight billion
litres a year.

Milk production has remained steady despite a large decrease in the number of dairy cows. The quantity of
milk produced by each cow has gone up almost 400% since 1921, when dairy cows were producing
roughly 1.6 kilolitres per year on average. By 2011, that number had increased to 8.1 kilolitres. Productivity
increases may be due to changes in technology, such as robotic milking machines, or to the genetic
improvement of dairy cows to maximize milk output.
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Table 1
Milk production per cow, Canada, 1921 to 2011
  Milk production Dairy cows Milk per cow

kilolitres number kilolitres

1921 5,236,596 3,228,633 1.6
1931 6,311,482 3,523,001 1.8
1941 6,955,603 3,626,025 1.9
1951 6,469,072 2,907,849 2.2
1956 7,338,927 3,163,663 2.3
1961 8,003,001 2,989,645 2.7
1966 8,013,928 2,676,790 3.0
1971 7,745,674 2,257,445 3.4
1976 7,471,214 1,993,427 3.7
1981 7,328,151 1,772,350 4.1
1986 7,305,174 1,456,463 5.0
1991 7,268,742 1,315,178 5.5
1996 7,172,203 1,227,732 5.8
2001 7,556,398 1,060,965 7.1
2006 7,435,149 996,024 7.5
2011 7,764,331 961,726 8.1

Source(s):
Milk production: CANSIM tables 003-0011 and M331-342.
Dairy cows: Census of Agriculture, CANSIM table 004-0004.

The new issue of the publication VISTA on the Agri-food Industry and the Farm Community (21-004-X) is now
available. Each issue contains a short article highlighting statistical insights on themes relating to agriculture,
food and rural issues.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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