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Fewer US travellers to Canada in February

US residents made 2.0 million trips to Canada in February, down 1.1% from the previous month and down 0.6%
compared with February 2016. Of these trips to Canada, 673,000 were same-day trips by car, down 1.0% from the
previous month and down 4.5% compared with February 2016. The number of overnight US travellers arriving by
plane decreased 3.0% from the previous month to 381,000. All provinces except Manitoba and Newfoundland and
Labrador received fewer US travellers than in January.

More travellers from Mexico, fewer from China

Canada received 550,000 residents visiting from overseas countries, 0.9% fewer than in January, but a rise
of 11.9% over February 2016. The number of trips by residents of Mexico continued an upward trend, rising 6.7% in
February. The majority of the increase in travel from Mexico over the past 12 months has taken place since
December 2016 when the visa requirement for travellers from Mexico to Canada was lifted. The number of
travellers from Asia decreased 6.1% in February, mainly due to declines in numbers of travellers from China
(-5.8%), South Korea (-12.1%) and Japan (-4.8%).

Canadians made fewer trips to the United States than last month, but more than in
February 2016

Canadian residents made 3.5 million trips to the United States, down 1.0% from January but up 7.2% compared
with February 2016. Fewer Canadian residents took car trips to the United States. This decrease was recorded in
both same-day car trips (down 0.8% to 1.8 million) and overnight car trips (down 1.1% to 921,000). Overnight travel
to the United States by plane was also down in February, declining 2.1% from the previous month, but up 6.3%
from the same month last year.

Canadian travel overseas continues upward trend

Canadian residents took 1.0 million trips overseas in February, the highest figure for the month since modern
recordkeeping began in 1972. This was an increase of 2.6% from January, and up 8.5% compared with the same
month last year. The number of trips by Canadian residents to overseas destinations has been on an upward trend
since August 2016.

Note to readers

Monthly data are seasonally adjusted. For information on seasonal adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked
questions.

Seasonally adjusted data for January 2016 to January 2017 have been revised. Corrections were made to January 2017 data. Effective
April 20, 2017, CANSIM table 427-0001 now includes separate numbers for Nunavut that are presented for data back to January 2000.
Also, the port of entry Iqaluit, Nunavut is no longer included in the Yukon totals for data back to January 2000.

Overseas countries refer to countries other than the United States.

A Canadian resident traveller is a Canadian resident who has travelled outside Canada for a period of less than 12 months.

A non-resident traveller is a resident of a country other than Canada who is travelling to Canada for a period of less than 12 months.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dai-quo/btd-add/btd-add-eng.htm
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Table 1
Travel between Canada and other countries – Seasonally adjusted
  February

2016r
January

2017r
February

2017p
January to

February 2017

    thousands   % change1

Canadian trips abroad2 4,277 4,608 4,597 -0.2
To the United States 3,313 3,588 3,550 -1.0
To other countries 965 1,020 1,046 2.6

Same-day car trips to the United States 1,725 1,855 1,840 -0.8
Total trips, one or more nights 2,525 2,722 2,724 0.1

United States3 1,560 1,702 1,678 -1.4
Car 845 931 921 -1.1
Plane 633 687 673 -2.1
Other modes of transportation 82 83 84 0.6

Other countries 965 1,020 1,046 2.6
 

Travel to Canada2 2,500 2,573 2,546 -1.1
From the United States 2,008 2,018 1,996 -1.1
From other countries 491 555 550 -0.9

Same-day car trips from the United States 704 680 673 -1.0
Total trips, one or more nights 1,639 1,738 1,718 -1.2

United States3 1,163 1,198 1,182 -1.4
Car 671 689 685 -0.6
Plane 385 393 381 -3.0
Other modes of transportation 107 117 116 -0.3

Other countries4 477 540 536 -0.7
 

Travel to Canada: Top overseas markets,5 by country of origin6        
United Kingdom 65 74 76 2.1
China 49 58 54 -5.8
France 44 47 47 -0.3
Germany 30 31 31 0.5
Japan 26 32 31 -4.8
Australia 26 32 30 -5.6
Mexico 18 28 30 6.7
South Korea 21 24 21 -12.1
India 18 21 20 -4.2
Netherlands 10 12 14 17.4
Hong Kong 13 13 13 0.5
Switzerland 10 10 11 2.1

r revised
p preliminary
1. Percentage change is based on unrounded data.
2. Totals exceed the sum of "same-day car trips" and "total trips, one or more nights" because they include all of the same-day trips.
3. Data for the United States include counts of cars and buses, and data for planes, trains, boats and other methods of transportation.
4. Figures for other countries exclude same-day entries by land only via the United States.
5. Overseas markets refer to countries other than the United States.
6. Includes same-day and overnight trips.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 427-0004, 427-0005 and 427-0006.

Available in CANSIM: tables 427-0001 to 427-0006.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5005.

The February 2017 issue of International Travel: Advance Information, Vol. 33, no.2 (66-001-P) is now
available.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=427-0005&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=427-0006&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=427-0004&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=427-0001..427-0006&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/5005-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=66-001-P&lang=eng
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
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