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The total fiscal burden in Canada—tax revenues and social contributions imposed by governments on individuals,
businesses and non-residents—was $16,510 per capita in 2015, up from $15,913 in 2014.

In 2015, Canadian general government reported total revenues of $710.8 billion, with taxes and social contributions
accounting for 83% of total revenue, up slightly from 82% in 2014. The remainder included revenue from sales of
goods and services, property income and other sources.

Consolidated provincial-territorial and local governments (PTLG) revenues amounted to $510.4 billion in 2015, with
taxes ($310.9 billion) and social contributions ($12.9 billion) accounting for 63% of the overall total.

The PTLG fiscal burden per capita increased in 8 of 10 provinces, with Ontario (+$502) and Quebec (+$491)
recording the largest gains. Lower tax revenues fuelled decreases in Alberta (-$201) and Saskatchewan (-$112).

Among the provinces, Quebec had the highest fiscal burden in 2015 at $10,461 per capita, while New Brunswick
had the lowest at $7,119.

Oil and gas royalties revenue decline by two-thirds

In 2015, total consolidated revenue at the provincial-territorial and local governments level increased by 3% to
$510.4 billion. But there was significant variation among the provinces and territories.

While Ontario (+6%), Quebec (+4%) and British Columbia (+4%) PTLG recorded the strongest increases among
the provinces, revenue declined significantly in Newfoundland and Labrador (-9%), Alberta (-9%) and
Saskatchewan (-3%). The decline was closely tied to sharply lower revenue from oil and gas royalties.

In 2015, Canada's PTLG oil and gas royalties revenue totalled $4.4 billion, down 65% from $12.6 billion a year
earlier. The decline was concentrated in Alberta ($-6.2 billion), Newfoundland and Labrador ($-0.8 billion) and
Saskatchewan ($-0.7 billion).

At the same time, federal government oil and gas royalties revenue decreased by 69% (-$0.5 billion) in 2015.
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Chart 1
Provincial-territorial and local governments' revenue growth rate, 2014 and 2015
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1. Provincial–territorial and local governments.
Source(s): CANSIM table 385-0042.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
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Table 1
Revenue per capita, Canadian general government and provincial–territorial and local
governments, 2015
  Canadian

general
government

Provincial–
territorial and

local
governments

Newfoundland
and Labrador

Prince Edward
Island

Nova Scotia New Brunswick Quebec Ontario

    dollars

Revenue 19,827 14,237 13,555 13,535 14,432 13,510 15,889 13,300
Taxes 15,493 8,673 7,630 6,979 7,791 6,907 9,890 8,790

Taxes on income, profits, and
capital gains 8,799 3,474 2,970 2,869 3,235 2,504 4,275 3,254
Payable by individuals 6,799 2,745 2,476 2,378 2,812 2,194 3,580 2,507
Payable by corporations, other

enterprises and non-residents 2,000 730 494 484 423 310 695 747
Taxes on property 1,865 1,882 834 1,179 1,430 1,612 1,680 2,128
Taxes on goods and services 4,354 2,980 3,494 2,930 3,126 2,792 3,212 3,007
Other taxes 475 337 333 0 0 0 722 402

 
Social contributions 1,017 360 390 245 333 212 571 345
Grants 0 2,233 2,340 4,546 3,677 3,980 2,478 1,827
Other revenue 3,316 2,971 3,195 1,765 2,631 2,411 2,950 2,338

Property income 953 784 878 191 287 619 1,129 244
Sales of goods and services 2,046 1,875 2,107 1,479 2,023 1,586 1,290 1,962
Other miscellaneous revenue 317 311 210 95 321 207 531 133

  Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta British Columbia Yukon Northwest
Territories

Nunavut

    dollars

Revenue 14,129 15,930 13,999 13,336 35,569 50,696 61,535
Taxes 8,089 8,872 7,883 7,722 4,199 7,413 3,394

Taxes on income, profits, and capital
gains 2,971 3,525 3,708 2,931 1,712 3,955 2,026
Payable by individuals 2,539 2,241 2,717 2,304 1,551 3,435 1,533
Payable by corporations, other

enterprises and non-residents 431 1,283 991 627 160 520 493
Taxes on property 1,629 1,394 2,099 1,803 1,016 1,650 465
Taxes on goods and services 3,196 3,953 2,076 2,988 1,471 1,808 903
Other taxes 293 0 0 0 0 0 0

 
Social contributions 220 287 146 301 562 1,334 0
Grants 3,015 2,028 1,767 1,729 28,134 34,807 47,410
Other revenue 2,805 4,744 4,204 3,584 2,674 7,142 10,730

Property income 819 1,500 1,528 1,087 562 2,012 383
Sales of goods and services 1,565 2,077 2,325 2,316 2,032 4,972 9,772
Other miscellaneous revenue 421 1,167 350 181 80 158 575

Source(s): Calculations are based on data from CANSIM tables 051-0001 and 385-0042.

Federal transfers to the provinces increase slightly

In 2015, $80.1 billion of Canada's consolidated provincial-territorial and local governments revenues came from
grants, edging up from $77.7 billion in 2014. PTLG grants are transfers received from the federal government and
included the Canada Health Transfer, Canada Social Transfer and fiscal equalization transfer.

Among the provinces, Prince Edward Island received the most grants per capita ($4,546), while British Columbia
($1,729) recorded the least. The territories are highly dependent on federal funding (see table 2 and the note to
readers).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=051-0001&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31


The Daily, Wednesday, March 29, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X4

Table 2
Grants revenue per capita, provincial–territorial and local governments, 2014 and 2015
  2014 2015

    dollars

Provincial-territorial and local governments 2,187 2,233
Newfoundland and Labrador 2,862 2,340
Prince Edward Island 4,711 4,546
Nova Scotia 3,690 3,677
New Brunswick 3,998 3,980
Quebec 2,467 2,478
Ontario 1,749 1,827
Manitoba 2,985 3,015
Saskatchewan 2,120 2,028
Alberta 1,607 1,767
British Columbia 1,680 1,729
Yukon 27,853 28,134
Northwest Territories 34,542 34,807
Nunavut 46,942 47,410

Source(s): Calculations are based on data from CANSIM tables 051-0001 and 385-0042.

Interest expense down for the Canadian general government

The Canadian general government paid 8.2 cents in interest for every dollar of revenue in 2015, or about
$58.2 billion in interest expenses. This ratio was down compared with 2014, when it stood at 8.5 cents. All levels of
government were able to renew their debt at lower rates of interest in 2015.

The ratio of interest expense to revenue provides a measurement of the public debt burden. The more interest a
government has to pay to service debt, the fewer funds it has at its disposal to administer government and deliver
services.

Consolidated provincial-territorial and local governments interest expenses totalled $34.7 billion in 2015, up
$0.5 billion from 2014.

Among the provinces, Newfoundland and Labrador, at 13.3 cents (10.3 cents in 2014), and Quebec, at 10.4 cents
(10.6 cents in 2014), continued to have the highest interest expense-to-revenue ratio in 2015. Alberta (1.3 cents)
and Saskatchewan (3.7 cents) had the lowest ratios.

In 2015, the federal government paid 8.3 cents in interest for every dollar of revenue compared with 8.9 cents
in 2014.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=051-0001&p2=31
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Chart 2
Interest expenses as a proportion of total revenue, Canadian general government and
provincial–territorial and local governments, 2014 and 2015
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1. Provincial–territorial and local governments.
Source(s): CANSIM table 385-0042.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
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Table 3
Expense per capita, Canadian general government and provincial–territorial and local
governments, 2015
  Canadian

general
government

Provincial–
territorial and

local
governments

Newfoundland
and Labrador

Prince Edward
Island

Nova Scotia New Brunswick Quebec Ontario

    dollars

Expense 20,205 14,608 17,822 14,005 14,654 15,344 15,359 13,789
Compensation of employees 6,596 5,524 7,523 6,099 6,062 6,043 5,234 5,300
Use of goods and services 4,368 3,871 5,020 3,680 4,020 4,225 3,128 3,564
Consumption of fixed capital 1,814 1,553 1,744 1,329 1,377 1,715 1,583 1,430
Interest expense 1,623 969 1,808 975 1,011 1,163 1,654 898
Subsidies 543 473 253 668 364 151 735 359
Grants 351 65 8 55 7 107 149 37
Social benefits 3,758 1,269 972 865 826 850 1,716 1,301
Other expense 1,153 885 494 334 988 1,090 1,159 900

  Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta British Columbia Yukon Northwest
Territories

Nunavut

    dollars

Expense 15,040 16,267 16,059 12,710 38,510 48,752 56,444
Compensation of employees 6,094 6,839 6,400 4,684 15,752 18,104 20,311
Use of goods and services 4,059 3,860 5,473 4,139 15,137 21,630 28,441
Consumption of fixed capital 1,468 1,485 2,067 1,365 4,707 5,018 3,805
Interest expense 1,194 590 180 604 214 271 137
Subsidies 431 677 370 482 401 701 1,341
Grants 100 100 40 22 267 520 55
Social benefits 1,395 1,126 751 1,055 1,070 1,424 1,177
Other expense 300 1,591 778 359 963 1,085 1,177

Source(s): Calculations are based on data from CANSIM tables 051-0001 and 385-0042.

Canadian general government's net financial worth increased

The Canadian general government's net financial worth increased by 2% in 2015, as growth in financial assets
(+7%) outpaced liabilities (+2%).

Canadian general government held $946.6 billion in financial assets, mostly in the form of equity, loans to
government business enterprises and accounts receivable. Conversely, the Canadian general government had
$2,119.8 billion in liabilities, mostly in the form of debt securities, pension liabilities and accounts payable.

In 2015, Alberta and the three territorial PTLG governments recorded a net financial asset position, whereas every
other province was in a net liability position. Net liabilities on a per capita basis were highest in Quebec ($22,671),
Ontario ($20,623) and Manitoba ($17,077).

Net financial worth increased for seven PTLG governments. Of those that decreased, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Alberta and Saskatchewan had the largest per capita declines, indicative of increased borrowing.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=051-0001&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
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Chart 3
Net financial worth per capita, Canadian general government and provincial–territorial and local
governments, 2015
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1. Provincial–territorial and local governments.
Source(s): Calculations are based on data from CANSIM tables 051-0001 and 385-0042.

In celebration of the country's 150th birthday, Statistics Canada is presenting
snapshots from our rich statistical history.

The evolution of the federal government debt illustrates some of the major national
and international political and socioeconomic events that have shaped
Canada's 150 year history. Over this period, the nominal federal net debt per capita

grew from $22 in 1867 to a record high $19,733 in 1997.

For the full article, see Federal net debt per capita, 1867 to 2016 in today's Daily.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=051-0001&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/170329/dq170329h-eng.htm
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Table 4
Assets and liabilities per capita, Canadian general government and provincial–territorial and local
governments, 2015
  Canadian

general
government

Provincial–
territorial and

local
governments

Newfoundland
and Labrador

Prince Edward
Island

Nova Scotia New Brunswick Quebec Ontario

    dollars

Non-financial assets 23,230 21,567 22,346 14,891 17,258 19,150 15,317 21,452
 

Financial assets 26,406 16,781 17,470 10,202 12,843 21,070 21,603 12,431
Currency and deposits 2,896 1,688 4,668 2,276 1,048 2,341 718 1,469
Debt securities 2,677 3,570 1,907 1,751 4,436 11,634 6,376 2,421
Loans 7,163 2,243 401 2,351 1,662 1,955 934 612
Equity and investment fund shares or

units 7,185 5,989 9,227 1,956 4,068 2,067 9,552 3,848
Marketable shares 2,130 2,129 749 1,363 713 1,419 4,873 1,002
Non-marketable shares 3,410 2,231 6,957 307 249 351 3,103 2,111
Investment fund shares or units 1,645 1,628 1,521 286 3,106 297 1,577 736

Insurance and pension 316 311 0 218 18 9 10 782
Accounts receivable 6,170 2,981 1,267 1,649 1,609 3,062 4,012 3,300

 
Liabilities 59,133 31,855 33,951 24,575 26,100 36,737 44,274 33,054
Currency and deposits 164 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Debt securities 42,473 22,808 20,457 17,453 19,639 29,147 27,740 27,298
Loans 1,465 1,258 1,521 3,087 1,580 1,888 1,457 1,311
Insurance and pension 7,851 3,469 8,701 641 2,486 882 10,691 453
Accounts payable 6,875 4,320 3,272 3,394 2,396 4,820 4,386 3,991
Monetary gold and special drawing

rights 306 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

  Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta British Columbia Yukon Northwest
Territories

Nunavut

    dollars

Non-financial assets 17,060 23,835 32,268 24,198 60,573 68,936 85,131
 

Financial assets 23,527 24,344 22,263 16,930 28,775 26,942 30,740
Currency and deposits 1,252 2,950 1,692 3,348 2,621 4,905 19,271
Debt securities 3,265 4,434 6,670 1,727 9,761 2,938 3,422
Loans 12,357 7,570 3,458 4,546 5,563 1,447 630
Equity and investment fund shares or units 3,887 7,164 8,239 5,657 6,097 10,352 3,175

Marketable shares 1,270 1,258 3,757 185 3,289 3,820 0
Non-marketable shares 2,025 3,804 1,251 2,412 2,701 2,893 3,175
Investment fund shares or units 593 2,104 3,230 3,060 107 3,639 0

Insurance and pension 0 7 6 25 1,364 136 27
Accounts receivable 2,766 2,219 2,198 1,627 3,370 7,165 4,215

 
Liabilities 40,605 29,404 18,750 20,938 11,366 24,681 13,878
Currency and deposits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Debt securities 32,082 14,492 10,269 15,997 160 4,023 0
Loans 1,170 2,988 327 844 4,707 7,074 1,998
Insurance and pension 1,972 7,313 2,595 74 348 746 356
Accounts payable 5,381 4,611 5,560 4,023 6,151 12,838 11,524
Monetary gold and special drawing rights 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Source(s): Calculations are based on data from CANSIM tables 051-0001 and 385-0042.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=051-0001&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
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Note to readers

This release includes revisions to both unconsolidated and consolidated Canadian Government Finance Statistics data for
the 2013 and 2014 reference periods as well as the addition of the 2015 reference period. Estimates for nonfinancial assets and
consumption of fixed capital have been revised back to 2008 to improve the integration of Canadian government finance statistics
(CGFS) data with other products of the Canadian Macroeconomic Accounts.

Consolidation is a method of presenting one overarching statistic for a set of units. It involves eliminating all transactions and
debtor–creditor relationships among the units being consolidated. In other words, the transaction of one unit is paired with the same
transaction as recorded for the second unit and both transactions are eliminated.

Consolidated data are released for the provincial–territorial and local governments (PTLGs), which include provincial and territorial
governments, health and social service institutions, universities and colleges, municipalities and other local public administrations, and
school boards.

PTLG data can be compared across provinces and territories because consolidation takes into account differences in administrative
structure and government service delivery by removing the effects of internal public sector transactions within each jurisdiction.

Consolidated data are also released for the Canadian general government (CGG), which combines federal government data with PTLG
data but excludes data for the Canada Pension Plan and Quebec Pension Plan.

Because PTLG finance statistics vary significantly across jurisdictions in Canada, per capita data are used to facilitate comparisons. Per
capita data are based on population estimates for Canada, the provinces and the territories, available in CANSIM table 051-0001.

The constitutional framework of PTLGs in the territories differs from that in the provinces, leading to differences in the roles and financial
authorities of government.

These differences, as well as other geographic, demographic and socioeconomic dissimilarities between the North and the rest of
Canada, give rise to marked disparities in government finance statistics.

In this release, revenues, expenses, assets and liabilities are reported in nominal terms.

In 2015, the consolidation method removed $333.1 billion in internal revenues and expenses, as well as $378.3 billion related to internal
debtor–creditor relationships for the CGG.

The fiscal burden is a fiscal indicator derived from the Government Finance Statistics framework. The fiscal burden, defined as revenue in
the form of taxes plus social contributions, is a fiscal analysis indicator proposed by the International Monetary Fund.

Net financial worth is defined as the total value of financial assets minus the total value of outstanding liabilities. When financial assets
are greater than liabilities the measure is referred to as net financial assets. When liabilities are greater than financial assets the measure
is referred to as net liabilities.

Annual data correspond to the end of the fiscal year closest to December 31. For example, data for the federal government fiscal year
ending on March 31, 2016 (fiscal year 2015/2016), are reported for the 2015 reference year.

Available in CANSIM: tables 385-0033 to 385-0039 and 385-0042.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5218.

The Canadian Government Finance Statistics 2014 classification structure is now available in the Definitions,
data sources and methods module of our website.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0033..385-0039&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=385-0042&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/5218-eng.htm
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=201420
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

