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Wholesale sales edged up 0.2% to $56.9 billion in November, a second consecutive increase.

Higher sales in four subsectors were partially offset by lower sales in two subsectors. The motor vehicle and parts
subsector posted the largest decline, while the miscellaneous subsector, which includes wholesalers of agricultural
supplies, chemicals and allied products, and paper, paper product and disposable plastic products, posted the
largest increase.

In volume terms, wholesale sales edged down 0.1%.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales edge up in November
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Sales up in four subsectors

Sales rose in four of the seven subsectors in November, accounting for 48% of total wholesale sales.

The miscellaneous subsector reported the largest gain in dollar terms, up 7.2% to $7.4 billion following two
consecutive declines. Sales were up in four of the five industries, led by the agricultural supplies industry, up 17.0%
in November following an 11.6% decline in October.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Sales rose in the building material and supplies subsector for a second consecutive month, up 3.8% to $7.9 billion.
The lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies industry contributed the most to the increase, with sales
up 4.5% to a record $4.1 billion in November. Exports of forestry products and building and packaging materials
were up in November.

In the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector, sales increased 0.4% to $11.3 billion. Gains in three
industries, led by the construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery, equipment and supplies industry
(+3.6%), offset the decline in the computer and communications equipment and supplies industry (-3.5%).

The farm product subsector rose 6.1% to $652 million, the second consecutive monthly increase following four
months of decline. Despite the gain in November, year-to-date sales for this subsector were 11.9% lower compared
with the same period in 2015.

Sales in the motor vehicle and parts subsector declined 5.8% to $10.5 billion, the second decrease in eight months.
The motor vehicle industry (-6.0%) accounted for most of the decrease in the subsector and reached its lowest level
since April 2016. There were lower imports and exports of motor vehicles and parts in November and motor vehicle
manufacturing sales declined for a second consecutive month.

In the personal and household goods subsector, sales were down 1.6% to $8.2 billion, the first decrease in four
months. The home entertainment equipment and household appliance industry (-7.9%) and the pharmaceuticals
and pharmacy supplies industry (-1.5%) contributed the most to the decline.

Sales up in six provinces

Wholesale sales rose in six provinces in November, led by Saskatchewan and Newfoundland and Labrador.

Sales in Saskatchewan increased for the first time in three months, up 13.9% to $2.1 billion, led by higher sales in
the agricultural supplies industry. Sales were also up in the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector and the
farm product subsector.

In Newfoundland and Labrador, sales increased 40.9% to a record $537 million, led by higher sales in the
miscellaneous subsector. Sales were up in five of the seven subsectors in November.

Sales in British Columbia increased for a second consecutive month, up 1.2% to a record $5.8 billion in November.
Gains were recorded in three subsectors, led by the building material and supplies subsector.

Sales rose in both Manitoba (+4.6%) and Alberta (+0.8%) in November, led by gains in the miscellaneous
subsector. It was the first gain in three months in Manitoba and the second consecutive increase in Alberta.

In New Brunswick, sales increased for the first time in three months, up 4.1% to $559 million in November, led by
the food, beverage and tobacco subsector.

In dollar terms, Ontario recorded the largest decrease in November, with sales down 1.5% to $28.9 billion. This was
the second decline in three months and the largest monthly dollar decline in Ontario since January 2015. Sales
were down in three subsectors in November, led by the motor vehicle and parts subsector.

Sales in Quebec decreased for the third time in four months, down 0.8% to $10.4 billion in November. Sales
decreased in four subsectors, with the food, beverage and tobacco subsector contributing the most to the decline.
Despite the recent declines, sales in Quebec are up 0.3% year-to-date.

Wholesale sales decreased in Nova Scotia (-1.2%) and Prince Edward Island (-6.4%) in November. Sales were
down in Nova Scotia for the second time in three months, while Prince Edward Island posted a third consecutive
monthly decline.
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Inventories edge up

Wholesale inventories edged up 0.2% to $73.3 billion in November, a fourth consecutive advance. Inventories were
up in five of the seven subsectors, which together accounted for 65% of total inventories.

Chart 2
Inventories edge up in November
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

In dollar terms, the food, beverage and tobacco subsector (+2.8%) recorded the largest gain, followed by the motor
vehicle and parts subsector (+1.4%). Inventories in both subsectors reached their highest level on record in
November.

The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector (+0.5%) reported higher inventories for the fourth consecutive
month, while the miscellaneous subsector (+0.7%) posted its second gain in nine months.

Inventories in the personal and household goods subsector declined 1.9% in November, which more than offset the
gain in October.

The building material and supplies subsector (-0.7%) reported lower inventories for the first time in four months.

The inventory-to-sales ratio was unchanged at 1.29 in November. This ratio is a measure of the time in months
required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at their current level.

The evolution of wholesale sales in Canada

As 2017 marks the 150th anniversary of Confederation, we take a look back at an aspect of the history of wholesale
sales in Canada.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
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The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector was the top contributor to wholesale sales in 2016, accounting
for 20% of total sales, followed by the motor vehicle and parts (19%) and the food, beverage and tobacco (19%)
subsectors.

However, in 1930, the top contributor to wholesale trade was the food subsector (groceries and food specialties
combined with other food and tobacco) with 52% of total wholesales sales.

The other two main contributors in 2016 were much less prominent in 1930, with the machinery, equipment and
supplies subsector accounting for 6% of total wholesale sales and the automotive subsector 3%.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412) and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated on January 30. For more information, consult the document
Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for December 2016 will be released on February 20, 2017.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2401_D14_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/rct
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  November

2015
October

2016r
November

2016p
October to

November 2016
November 2015

to November
2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 55,420 56,766 56,852 0.2 2.6
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 49,567 50,545 50,480 -0.1 1.8
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor

vehicle and parts 45,191 45,609 46,339 1.6 2.5
 

Farm product 727 614 652 6.1 -10.3
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 10,636 10,945 10,947 0.0 2.9
Food 9,594 9,883 9,870 -0.1 2.9
Beverage 543 545 545 0.1 0.5
Cigarette and tobacco product 500 517 531 2.7 6.3

 
Personal and household goods 7,852 8,355 8,218 -1.6 4.7

Textile, clothing and footwear 923 980 957 -2.4 3.7
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 712 935 861 -7.9 20.8
Home furnishings 526 557 559 0.4 6.3
Personal goods 784 757 778 2.8 -0.8
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 4,205 4,379 4,312 -1.5 2.5
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 702 747 751 0.6 7.0

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,229 11,157 10,514 -5.8 2.8

Motor vehicle 7,759 8,796 8,271 -6.0 6.6
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,423 2,315 2,195 -5.2 -9.4
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 47 46 48 4.0 0.3

 
Building material and supplies 7,644 7,627 7,913 3.8 3.5

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,394 2,435 2,552 4.8 6.6

Metal service centres 1,348 1,247 1,240 -0.6 -8.1
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 3,902 3,945 4,122 4.5 5.6

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 11,092 11,206 11,255 0.4 1.5

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,348 1,325 1,369 3.4 1.6
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 3,571 3,495 3,621 3.6 1.4
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,660 3,776 3,642 -3.5 -0.5
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,514 2,610 2,623 0.5 4.3

 
Miscellaneous 7,239 6,862 7,354 7.2 1.6

Recyclable material 574 618 699 13.2 21.9
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 999 1,016 977 -3.8 -2.2
Agricultural supplies 2,314 1,833 2,144 17.0 -7.4
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,301 1,279 1,350 5.6 3.8
Other miscellaneous 2,051 2,117 2,183 3.1 6.5

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  November

2015
October

2016r
November

2016p
October to

November 2016
November 2015

to November
2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 55,420 56,766 56,852 0.2 2.6
Newfoundland and Labrador 458 381 537 40.9 17.1
Prince Edward Island 58 63 59 -6.4 1.3
Nova Scotia 804 781 771 -1.2 -4.1
New Brunswick 525 537 559 4.1 6.5
Quebec 10,093 10,531 10,442 -0.8 3.5
Ontario 28,019 29,310 28,865 -1.5 3.0
Manitoba 1,442 1,389 1,453 4.6 0.8
Saskatchewan 2,268 1,838 2,094 13.9 -7.7
Alberta 6,379 6,118 6,169 0.8 -3.3
British Columbia 5,298 5,741 5,812 1.2 9.7
Yukon 11 11 10 -9.4 -14.5
Northwest Territories 57 59 73 25.3 29.2
Nunavut 7 7 7 -2.0 0.6

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  November

2015
October

2016r
November

2016p
October to

November 2016
November 2015

to November
2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale inventories 72,737 73,175 73,335 0.2 0.8
 

Farm product 246E 230E 231E 0.7 -5.8
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 6,327 6,672 6,861 2.8 8.5
Food 5,711 6,049 6,230 3.0 9.1
Beverage 364 401 404 0.8 10.9
Cigarette and tobacco product 251 222 227 2.4 -9.5

 
Personal and household goods 13,213 13,712 13,456 -1.9 1.8

Textile, clothing and footwear 2,511 2,434 2,453 0.8 -2.3
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 878 890 860 -3.3 -2.0
Home furnishings 1,343 1,346 1,355 0.6 0.9
Personal goods 1,632 1,608E 1,398E -13.0 -14.3
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 6,080 6,537 6,490 -0.7 6.7
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 769 897 899 0.3 17.0

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,636 10,929 11,085 1.4 4.2

Motor vehicle 6,008 6,138 6,226 1.4 3.6
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,532 4,706 4,774 1.4 5.3
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 96 85 85 0.3 -11.0

 
Building material and supplies 11,982 12,059 11,971 -0.7 -0.1

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,260 3,285 3,283 -0.1 0.7

Metal service centres 3,209 3,042 2,960 -2.7 -7.7
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,514 5,732 5,728 -0.1 3.9

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 21,077 20,964 21,062 0.5 -0.1

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 4,574 4,688 4,748 1.3 3.8
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 10,528 10,085 10,076 -0.1 -4.3
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 1,917 2,265 2,218 -2.1 15.7
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 4,058 3,927 4,020 2.4 -0.9

 
Miscellaneous 9,257 8,610 8,668 0.7 -6.4

Recyclable material 476 459E 471E 2.6 -1.2
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 818 795 791 -0.5 -3.3
Agricultural supplies 4,045 3,412 3,477 1.9 -14.0
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,355 1,352 1,388 2.6 2.5
Other miscellaneous 2,563 2,592 2,540 -2.0 -0.9

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
John Burton (613-862-4878; john.burton@canada.ca), Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade Division.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:john.burton@canada.ca

