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Enrolments in Canadian public postsecondary institutions (colleges and universities) totalled more than 2 million in
the 2014/2015 academic year, edging up 0.3% from the previous year.

Slight increase in college and university enrolments

Enrolments in Canadian public colleges and universities totalled 2,054,943 in 2014/2015, up slightly compared
with 2,048,343 in the previous academic year. Enrolments rose in four provinces and two territories, led by Ontario
(+8,358) and Quebec (+6,600). Decreases in British Columbia, Alberta and New Brunswick moderated the national
increase.

International student enrolments rose 11.4% in 2014/2015 and accounted for over 10% of total enrolments. The
majority of international students attended postsecondary institutions in Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia.
China was the main country of citizenship, accounting for 3 in 10 (30.4%) international postsecondary students in
Canada. India ranked second (8.9%) followed by France (8.1%).

About 6 in 10 enrolments in Canadian postsecondary institutions in 2014/2015 were in programs at the bachelor
level or above at universities and degree granting colleges. More than 80% of this group were in undergraduate
programs.

About 2 in 10 enrolments were in career, technical or professional training programs. These programs accounted
for over 60% of college enrolments.

Women accounted for 56.3% of total enrolments in 2014/2015. They represented over half of the enrolments in
most fields of study with the exceptions of personal, protective and transportation services (43.6%), mathematics,
computer and information sciences (25.5%) and architecture, engineering and related technologies (19.5%).
In 2014/2015, the top field of study for women was business, management and public administration.

For the second consecutive academic year, the largest increase in the number of enrolments for 2014/2015 was in
the field of architecture, engineering and related technologies (+9,810). This was also the top field of study for men
in 2014/2015, replacing business, management and public administration, which had been the most popular field of
study for men for 11 years.

Number of postsecondary graduates continues to rise

In 2014, 515,865 students received a credential such as a certificate, diploma or degree from a public
postsecondary institution, up 3.2% from a year earlier. There has been an upward trend in the number of graduates
from 2000 to 2014.

Almost half of these graduates had successfully completed a program at the bachelor level or above, as 37.0%
received a bachelor's degree, 9.3% graduated with a master's degree and 1.4% obtained a doctorate.

The number of students with a career, technical or professional training diploma increased significantly over the
past 15 years. These students accounted for 18.3% of all graduates in 2014, compared with 10.8% in 2000.

Women represented 57.7% of graduates. As with enrolments, female graduates are outnumbering their male
counterparts in every province and territory. Female graduates accounted for more than half the graduates at the
bachelor and master levels, but represented a slightly smaller proportion (45.2%) of all graduates in doctoral
programs.
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Over half of the college and university graduates received their qualification in one of the following three fields of
study in 2014, business, management and public administration (21.9%), social and behavioural sciences, and law
(14.8%) and health and related fields (14.5%).

Women represented the vast majority of graduates in health and related fields (78.3%), education (77.4%) and
social and behavioural sciences and law (70.4%). Men, in turn, accounted for the vast majority in architecture,
engineering and related technologies (83.0%) and mathematics, computer and information sciences (71.2%).

Note to readers

Canadian postsecondary institution enrolment data for 2014/2015 and graduate data for 2014 are obtained from public colleges and
universities using information from the Postsecondary Student Information System. The count excludes students enrolled in
apprenticeship programs. Enrolment and graduate counts for certain institutions are preliminary or are based on estimates.

The data are subject to annual revisions. These revisions are applied to include new data submissions, any updates to classification and
changes in concepts.

The levels of enrolment presented are not meant to represent a complete enumeration of all students at postsecondary institutions during
the 2014/2015 academic year. Rather, they are based on students enrolled in postsecondary institutions at the time of the fall snapshot
date; that is, a single date chosen by the institution that falls between September 30 and December 1. Therefore, students who are not
enrolled during this period are excluded. This has a greater impact on colleges as they have a continuous intake of students and offer
shorter programs.

Enrolments are based on program counts and not on student counts. If a student is enrolled in more than one program as of the snapshot
date, then all of their programs are included in the count.

Graduate data are published based on the calendar year.

It should be noted that some programs at the bachelor level and above can be offered in colleges.

Table 1
Postsecondary enrolments by province of study and for the territories
  2013/2014 2014/2015 2013/2014 to 2014/2015

    number   % change

Canada 2,048,343 2,054,943 0.3
Newfoundland and Labrador 27,207 27,168 -0.1
Prince Edward Island 6,414 6,552 2.2
Nova Scotia 55,620 55,200 -0.8
New Brunswick 30,564 28,320 -7.3
Quebec 529,323 535,923 1.2
Ontario 814,107 822,465 1.0
Manitoba 62,061 61,926 -0.2
Saskatchewan  54,981 56,565 2.9
Alberta  186,720 184,026 -1.4
British Columbia  277,515 272,808 -1.7
Territories 3,834 3,993 4.1

Source(s): CANSIM table 477-0019.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0019&p2=31
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Table 2
Postsecondary enrolments by field of study
  2013/2014 2014/2015 2013/2014 to 2014/2015

    number   % change

Total 2,048,343 2,054,943 0.3
Personal improvement and leisure 25,131 25,224 0.4
Education 100,953 99,474 -1.5
Visual and performing arts, and communications

technologies 82,956 82,389 -0.7
Humanities 322,671 308,139 -4.5
Social and behavioural sciences, and law 276,489 276,213 -0.1
Business, management and public administration 372,312 377,931 1.5
Physical and life sciences, and technologies 132,852 133,062 0.2
Mathematics, computer and information sciences 61,974 66,207 6.8
Architecture, engineering and related technologies 206,256 216,066 4.8
Agriculture, natural resources and conservation 29,121 29,397 0.9
Health and related fields 245,919 251,874 2.4
Personal, protective and transportation services 43,605 42,900 -1.6
Other 148,098 146,061 -1.4

Source(s): CANSIM table 477-0019.

Table 3
Postsecondary graduates by province of study and for the territories
  2013 2014 2013 to 2014

    number   % change

Canada 499,758 515,865 3.2
Newfoundland and Labrador 6,549 6,372 -2.7
Prince Edward Island 2,199 2,400 9.1
Nova Scotia 14,601 15,168 3.9
New Brunswick 8,811 8,391 -4.8
Quebec 136,770 144,579 5.7
Ontario 200,661 206,457 2.9
Manitoba 12,699 12,798 0.8
Saskatchewan 10,263 10,446 1.8
Alberta 42,684 43,617 2.2
British Columbia 64,257 65,340 1.7
Territories 267 291 9.0

Source(s): CANSIM table 477-0020.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0019&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0020&p2=31
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Table 4
Postsecondary graduates by field of study
  2013 2014 2013 to 2014

    number   % change

Total 499,758 515,865 3.2
Personal improvement and leisure 1,989 1,878 -5.6
Education 33,879 33,822 -0.2
Visual and performing arts, and communications

technologies 21,486 21,069 -1.9
Humanities 57,351 57,669 0.6
Social and behavioural sciences, and law 74,832 76,407 2.1
Business, management and public administration 109,380 112,776 3.1
Physical and life sciences, and technologies 22,764 24,033 5.6
Mathematics, computer and information sciences 14,349 14,760 2.9
Architecture, engineering and related technologies 57,747 62,418 8.1
Agriculture, natural resources and conservation 8,838 8,877 0.4
Health and related fields 71,295 74,592 4.6
Personal, protective and transportation services 18,201 19,017 4.5
Other 7,650 8,547 11.7

Source(s): CANSIM table 477-0020.

Available in CANSIM: tables 477-0019, 477-0020 and 477-0029 to 477-0036.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5017.

A summary table is available from the Browse by key resource module of our website under Summary tables.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0020&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0029..477-0036&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0020&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=477-0019&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/5017-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/ind01/l3_1821_1756-eng.htm?hili_none
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

