
Wholesale trade, June 2016
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Monday, August 22, 2016

Wholesale sales increased for a third consecutive month in June, up 0.7% to $56.4 billion. Four of the seven
subsectors, representing 68% of wholesale sales, recorded gains.

In volume terms, wholesale sales rose 0.6% from May to June.

In the second quarter, wholesale sales in current dollars grew 0.6%, while those in constant dollars advanced 1.1%.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales increase in June
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Higher sales in four subsectors

The motor vehicle and parts subsector posted the largest increase in dollar terms in June, rising 3.1% to
$11.2 billion, mainly on the strength of higher sales in the motor vehicle industry (+3.8%). For both the subsector
and the industry, higher sales in the second quarter more than offset the decline in the first quarter. Imports of motor
vehicles and parts, and manufacturing sales of motor vehicles also recorded gains in June.

The personal and household goods subsector posted the second largest increase in June, up 2.0% to $8.4 billion.
This was the fifth consecutive monthly rise. While sales advanced in five of the subsector's six industries, the textile,
clothing and footwear industry (+6.9%) and pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies industry (+1.4%) contributed
the most to the gain.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
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Sales in the building material and supplies subsector increased for the second consecutive month in June, up 1.8%
to $7.6 billion, with all of the subsector's industries reporting gains. The lumber, millwork, hardware and other
building supplies industry (+2.6%) contributed the most to the rise, its sales reaching their highest level on record.

The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector rose 1.1% to $11.1 billion, a second consecutive increase.
Higher sales were recorded in three of its four industries.

Following strong gains in the preceding two months, sales in the food, beverage and tobacco subsector
declined 3.1% in June, as a result of lower sales in the food industry (-3.2%), which accounted for more than 90%
of the subsector.

Sales in the miscellaneous subsector fell 0.5% in June on weaker sales in the agricultural supplies industry (-2.9%).
Declining fertilizer prices in recent months have affected wholesalers in this industry.

The farm product subsector (-2.0%) also posted a decrease in sales. This was the fourth decline in five months for
this subsector.

Sales up in four provinces

Wholesale sales were up in four provinces in June, representing 91% of total wholesale sales. In dollar terms,
Ontario contributed the most to the gain.

Sales in Ontario increased for a second consecutive month, up 0.8% to $28.9 billion in June. The motor vehicle and
parts subsector and personal and household goods subsector contributed the most to the gain.

Following two consecutive monthly declines, sales in Alberta rose 3.0% to $6.2 billion. While most subsectors
posted gains, the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector was the top contributor.

In British Columbia, sales grew 2.0% to $5.7 billion in June, a third consecutive increase. Gains were widespread,
led by the building material and supplies subsector.

In Quebec, sales rose for the third time in four months, up 0.2% to $10.4 billion. Higher sales in the motor vehicle
and parts subsector and personal and household goods subsector led the gain.

Sales in Manitoba recorded the largest decline in dollar terms, down 5.6% to $1.4 billion. This was the lowest sales
level for this province since December 2015. Lower sales in the miscellaneous subsector, led by the agricultural
supplies industry, contributed the most to the decrease.

In Saskatchewan, wholesale sales fell 2.7% to $1.9 billion in June. As in Manitoba, lower sales in the agricultural
supplies industry contributed the most to the decline in this province.

Wholesale sales fell in each of the Atlantic provinces in June: Nova Scotia (-2.8%), New Brunswick (-3.7%),
Newfoundland and Labrador (-2.2%) and Prince Edward Island (-5.3%). This was the first time sales were down in
all four Atlantic provinces since November 2013. The decrease in each province was mainly attributable to lower
sales in the food, beverage and tobacco subsector.

Inventories edge down in June

Wholesale inventories edged down 0.1% to $72.0 billion in June, their sixth decline in eight months. Five of seven
subsectors, together representing 76% of total inventories, recorded decreases.
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Chart 2
Wholesale inventories edge down in June
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

The machinery, equipment and supplies subsector (-1.0%) recorded the largest decrease in dollar terms, as
inventories fell in most industries. In June, inventories in this subsector were at their lowest level since
December 2014.

Inventories in the personal and household goods subsector fell 0.8% in June, partially offsetting the gain in May.

Inventories in both the miscellaneous subsector and building material and supplies subsector were down 0.1%. In
the miscellaneous subsector, inventories declined for a fourth consecutive month. In the building material and
supplies subsector, inventories decreased for the fifth time in six months and reached their lowest level since
June 2014.

The motor vehicle and parts subsector reported the largest gain in dollar terms in June, with inventories up 1.5% to
their highest level on record.

Inventories in the food, beverage and tobacco subsector increased 2.0%.

The inventory-to-sales ratio declined from 1.29 in May to 1.28 in June. This ratio is a measure of the time in months
required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at their current level.

Fort McMurray wildfire and evacuation

For a second consecutive month, the Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey added three supplementary questions to
assess the impact of the Fort McMurray wildfire, which started in early May 2016.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
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For the June reference month, about 1,250 companies (approximately 1,500 in May) responded to the
supplementary questions. Of these companies, 147 wholesalers (about 12%) indicated that they had been affected
by the wildfire, down from 212 wholesalers (about 14%) in May. Among the companies that reported being affected,
about 35% were able to quantify the impact in June, compared with about 50% in May.

While the effects of the wildfire were widespread across most wholesale subsectors, responses to the
supplementary questions indicated that the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector had the largest share of
companies reporting an impact in June, the same as in May.

In both May and June, responses to the supplementary questions also indicated that wholesale establishments in
most provinces had been affected, led by those in Alberta, Ontario and British Columbia. Although the responses
pointed toward a negative contribution, the overall impact of the wildfire and evacuation on wholesale sales was
relatively small.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and expressed in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale trade sector, as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412), and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates – Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated on August 29. For more information, consult the document
Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for July will be released on September 21.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/sad-faq
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/2401_D14_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/blog-blogue/cs-sc/trend_cycle
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/tce-faq
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/dai/btd/rct
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  June

2015
May

2016r
June

2016p
May to June 2016 June 2015 to

June 2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 54,682 56,056 56,424 0.7 3.2
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 49,383 50,540 50,829 0.6 2.9
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor

vehicle and parts 44,408 45,225 45,253 0.1 1.9
 

Farm product 709 671 657 -2.0 -7.3
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 10,448 11,017 10,680 -3.1 2.2
Food 9,502 9,972 9,652 -3.2 1.6
Beverage 518 533 530 -0.6 2.4
Cigarette and tobacco product 429 511 498 -2.6 16.2

 
Personal and household goods 7,772 8,192 8,353 2.0 7.5

Textile, clothing and footwear 986 963 1,029 6.9 4.4
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 759 757 769 1.6 1.3
Home furnishings 521 545 564 3.5 8.2
Personal goods 753 775 780E 0.5 3.6
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 4,065 4,450 4,514 1.4 11.0
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 688 702 697 -0.7 1.3

 
Motor vehicle and parts 10,274 10,831 11,171 3.1 8.7

Motor vehicle 7,709 8,412 8,729 3.8 13.2
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,515 2,372 2,395 1.0 -4.8
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 50 48 48 -0.3 -5.0

 
Building material and supplies 7,615 7,486 7,624 1.8 0.1

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,414 2,371 2,397 1.1 -0.7

Metal service centres 1,461 1,286 1,298 0.9 -11.2
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 3,740 3,830 3,929 2.6 5.1

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 11,108 10,953 11,070 1.1 -0.3

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,287 1,295 1,374 6.1 6.7
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 3,731 3,234 3,284 1.5 -12.0
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,647 3,812 3,769 -1.1 3.4
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,443 2,612 2,642 1.2 8.2

 
Miscellaneous 6,756 6,905 6,869 -0.5 1.7

Recyclable material 705 686 675 -1.6 -4.3
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 1,005 981 984 0.3 -2.1
Agricultural supplies 1,933 1,942 1,887 -2.9 -2.4
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,221 1,273 1,300 2.1 6.4
Other miscellaneous 1,891 2,023 2,023 -0.0 7.0

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
  June

2015
May

2016r
June

2016p
May to June 2016 June 2015 to

June 2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 54,682 56,056 56,424 0.7 3.2
Newfoundland and Labrador 455 414 405 -2.2 -11.1
Prince Edward Island 61 64 61 -5.3 0.6
Nova Scotia 797 778 756 -2.8 -5.2
New Brunswick 530 570 548 -3.7 3.5
Quebec 10,016 10,372 10,393 0.2 3.8
Ontario 27,317 28,693 28,930 0.8 5.9
Manitoba 1,372 1,495 1,411 -5.6 2.9
Saskatchewan 2,108 1,948 1,895 -2.7 -10.1
Alberta 6,736 6,044 6,225 3.0 -7.6
British Columbia 5,219 5,606 5,721 2.0 9.6
Yukon 10 11 11 0.7 12.6
Northwest Territories 58 51 54 6.4 -5.4
Nunavut 3 9 13 45.2 295.2

r revised
p preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry – Seasonally adjusted
  June

2015
May

2016r
June

2016p
May to June 2016 June 2015 to

June 2016

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, wholesale inventories 71,668 72,061 72,003 -0.1 0.5
 

Farm product 246E 248 243E -1.9 -1.4
 

Food, beverage and tobacco 6,304 6,520 6,648 2.0 5.5
Food 5,631 5,895 5,962 1.1 5.9
Beverage 371 393 384 -2.1 3.7
Cigarette and tobacco product 302 233 302 29.7 -0.1

 
Personal and household goods 12,509 13,647 13,534 -0.8 8.2

Textile, clothing and footwear 2,244 2,446 2,407 -1.6 7.2
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 881 939 960 2.2 8.9
Home furnishings 1,228 1,347 1,311 -2.7 6.7
Personal goods 1,566 1,599E 1,607 0.5 2.6
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 5,867 6,479 6,414 -1.0 9.3
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 723 836 835 -0.1 15.6

 
Motor vehicle and parts 9,991 10,587 10,743 1.5 7.5

Motor vehicle 5,554 5,871 6,106 4.0 9.9
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,335 4,626 4,548 -1.7 4.9
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 101 90 89 -1.3 -12.0

 
Building material and supplies 12,634 11,778 11,768 -0.1 -6.9

Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,408 3,259 3,283 0.7 -3.7

Metal service centres 3,626 2,947 2,928 -0.6 -19.2
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,601 5,572 5,556 -0.3 -0.8

 
Machinery, equipment and supplies 20,857 20,455 20,253 -1.0 -2.9

Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 4,612 4,495 4,514 0.4 -2.1
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,

equipment and supplies 10,319 9,982 9,978 -0.0 -3.3
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 2,054 2,059 2,024 -1.7 -1.5
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 3,872 3,918 3,738 -4.6 -3.5

 
Miscellaneous 9,125 8,826 8,814 -0.1 -3.4

Recyclable material 557 463E 442 -4.7 -20.7
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 769 781 779 -0.3 1.3
Agricultural supplies 3,836 3,521 3,497 -0.7 -8.8
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,295 1,346 1,363 1.3 5.3
Other miscellaneous 2,668 2,715 2,733 0.7 2.4

r revised
p preliminary
E use with caution
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Farzana Choudhury (613-218-0349; farzana.choudhury@canada.ca), Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade
Division.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0015&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0011&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:farzana.choudhury@canada.ca

