Wholesale trade, October 2015

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Friday, December 18, 2015

Wholesale sales declined 0.6% to $54.7 billion in October, a fourth consecutive decrease. Declines were recorded
in four subsectors, led by lower sales in the food, beverage and tobacco and the motor vehicle and parts
subsectors.

In volume terms, wholesale sales decreased 0.6% in October.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales decrease in October
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Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.

Lower sales in four subsectors

In October, lower sales were recorded in four subsectors, which together accounted for 64% of wholesale sales.

In the food, beverage and tobacco subsector, sales declined 3.0% to $10.5 billion, their third decrease in four
months. The food industry (-3.4%) led the decline, bringing the industry and its subsector to their lowest levels in six
months.

Sales in the motor vehicle and parts subsector declined for a fourth consecutive month, down 2.1% to $9.5 billion.
All of the industries in the subsector contributed to the decrease, led by the motor vehicle industry (-2.5%). In
October, there were also lower imports of passenger cars and light trucks.
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Following three consecutive gains, the miscellaneous subsector decreased 1.2% to $7.3 billion. The agricultural
supplies industry, down 6.1% in October following two consecutive gains, contributed the most to the decline. The
recyclable material industry also contributed to the decrease with its fourth consecutive decline, down 4.1% to its
lowest level since June 2013.

Sales decreased for a second consecutive month in the building material and supplies subsector, down 0.3% to
$7.5 billion. The metal service centres industry (-1.5%) led the decline with its third consecutive decrease, which
brought the industry to its lowest level in four years.

In the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector, sales rose 1.4% to $11.3 billion, their highest level since
October 2014. The other machinery, equipment and supplies industry led the gain, rising 5.4% to its highest level on
record.

The construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery, equipment and supplies industry (+2.9%) also recorded
a gain, mostly offsetting its decline in September. Despite the gain in October, year-to-date sales for this industry
were 3.3% lower compared with the same period in 2014.

Following three consecutive declines, sales in the personal and household goods subsector rose 1.7% to

$7.9 billion. The pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies industry (+4.4%) contributed the most to the gain in
October, more than offsetting its decline in September.

Sales down in seven provinces

In October, lower sales were recorded in seven provinces, which together accounted for 94% of wholesale sales.
Ontario and Alberta were the largest contributors to the decline.

Ontario posted the largest decline in dollar terms in October, down 0.6% to $27.5 billion, its third consecutive
decrease. The food, beverage and tobacco subsector and the motor vehicle and parts subsector contributed the
most to the decline.

In Alberta, sales declined for the ninth time in 2015, down 2.2% to $6.3 billion. The machinery, equipment and
supplies subsector was the largest contributor to the decline.

Sales in British Columbia decreased 1.2% to $5.2 billion, a second consecutive decline, led by lower sales in the
building material and supplies subsector.

In Prince Edward Island, sales declined 6.3% to $59 million, their second decrease in three months, bringing sales
in the province to their lowest level in six months.

Saskatchewan recorded its second increase in three months, up 3.6% to $2.4 billion. The machinery, equipment
and supplies subsector led the widespread gains.

Sales in Newfoundland and Labrador rose 3.1% to $463 million on the strength of gains in most subsectors.
Inventories increase in October

Wholesale inventories rose 0.5% to $73.2 billion in October. Gains were recorded in three of seven subsectors,
representing 62% of total wholesale inventories.
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Chart 2
Wholesale inventories increase in October
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Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.

Inventories in the motor vehicle and parts subsector (+3.3%) increased for a fifth consecutive month, reaching their
highest level on record.

Both the personal and household goods subsector (+2.3%) and the machinery, equipment and supplies subsector
(+0.7%) recorded higher inventories in October following declines in September.

In the miscellaneous subsector, inventories declined 2.3% to their lowest level in five months, while a seventh
consecutive decrease in the building material and supplies subsector (-1.4%) brought it to its lowest level
in 15 months.

The inventory-to-sales ratio rose from 1.32 in September to 1.34 in October, the highest ratio since June 2009. The
inventory-to-sales ratio is a measure of the time in months required to exhaust inventories if sales were to remain at
their current level.
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Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For information on seasonal adjustment,
see Seasonally adjusted data — Frequently asked questions.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

The Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey covers all industries within the wholesale sector as defined by the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS), with the exception of oilseed and grain merchant wholesalers (NAICS 41112), petroleum and petroleum
products merchant wholesalers (NAICS 412) and business-to-business electronic markets, and agents and brokers (NAICS 419).

For more information on trend-cycle data, see the StatCan Blog and Trend-cycle estimates — Frequently asked questions.

Real-time CANSIM tables

Real-time CANSIM tables 081-8011, 081-8012 and 081-8015 will be updated on January 6, 2016. For more information, consult the
document Real-time CANSIM tables.

Next release

Wholesale trade data for November 2015 will be released on January 20, 2016.
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry — Seasonally adjusted
October September October September to October 2014 to
2014 2015" 2015P October 2015 October 2015
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale sales (current dollars) 53,898 55,074 54,743 -0.6 1.6
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained dollars) 48,933 48,650 48,343 -0.6 -1.2
Total wholesale sales (current dollars), excluding motor
vehicle and parts 44,664 45,414 45,286 -0.3 1.4
Farm product 838 721 746 3.4 -11.0
Food, beverage and tobacco 10,267 10,865 10,543 -3.0 2.7
Food 9,272 9,845 9,510 -3.4 2.6
Beverage 470 525 524 -0.2 11.4
Cigarette and tobacco product 524 496 509 2.7 -2.8
Personal and household goods 7,305 7,743 7,871 17 7.8
Textile, clothing and footwear 958 972 980 0.8 2.2
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 720 833 797 -4.3 10.7
Home furnishings 491 529 515 -2.7 4.9
Personal goods 713 770 757 -1.7 6.2
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 3,790 3,959 4,135 4.4 9.1
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 632 680 686 0.9 8.6
Motor vehicle and parts 9,234 9,659 9,457 2.1 2.4
Motor vehicle 6,768 7,121 6,946 -2.5 2.6
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 2,411 2,487 2,462 -1.0 21
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 55 51 49 -4.6 -11.8
Building material and supplies 7,735 7,549 7,528 -0.3 2.7
Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 2,426 2,355 2,363 0.4 -2.6
Metal service centres 1,744 1,431 1,409 -1.5 -19.2
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 3,565 3,763 3,755 -0.2 5.3
Machinery, equipment and supplies 11,591 11,170 11,322 14 -2.3
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 1,474 1,331 1,355 1.8 -8.0
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,
equipment and supplies 4,095 3,647 3,648 2.9 -10.9
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 3,620 3,765 3,654 -2.9 0.9
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 2,402 2,527 2,665 54 10.9
Miscellaneous 6,928 7,366 7,275 -1.2 5.0
Recyclable material 841 640 613 -4.1 -27.1
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 944 1,032 1,026 -0.6 8.7
Agricultural supplies 1,916 2,353 2,209 -6.1 15.3
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,258 1,320 1,349 2.2 7.2
Other miscellaneous 1,969 2,021 2,077 2.8 5.5
" revised

P preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM tables 081-0011 and 081-0015.
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Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory — Seasonally adjusted

October September October September to October 2014 to

2014 2015" 2015P October 2015 October 2015
millions of dollars % change

Canada 53,898 55,074 54,743 -0.6 1.6
Newfoundland and Labrador 457 449 463 3.1 1.3
Prince Edward Island 58 63 59 -6.3 1.9
Nova Scotia 755 807 797 -1.3 5.5
New Brunswick 530 524 525 0.3 -0.9
Quebec 9,722 9,972 9,955 -0.2 24
Ontario 26,177 27,643 27,479 -0.6 5.0
Manitoba 1,485 1,501 1,479 -1.5 -0.4
Saskatchewan 2,352 2,312 2,396 3.6 1.9
Alberta 7,157 6,437 6,294 -2.2 -12.1
British Columbia 5,131 5,290 5,224 -1.2 1.8
Yukon 11 9 11 15.3 -3.7
Northwest Territories 56 54 53 -2.6 -4.8
Nunavut 6 11 7 -38.4 19.3
r revised

P preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0011.
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Table 3
Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry — Seasonally adjusted
October September October September to October 2014 to
2014 2015" 2015P October 2015 October 2015
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale inventories 67,766 72,810 73,163 0.5 8.0
Farm product 245 250E E = E
Food, beverage and tobacco 6,310 6,577 6,532 -0.7 3.5
Food 5,725 5,966 5,946 -0.3 3.9
Beverage 352 362 358 -1.2 1.6
Cigarette and tobacco product 234 249 229 -8.3 -2.2
Personal and household goods 11,543 12,933 13,236 2.3 14.7
Textile, clothing and footwear 2,080 2,406 2,449 1.8 17.8
Home entertainment equipment and household appliance 768 833 839 0.8 9.3
Home furnishings 1,207 1,279 1,305 2.0 8.1
Personal goods 1,381 1,690 1,741F 3.0 26.0
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies 5,411 5,980 6,117 2.3 13.0
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 696 746 785 5.2 12.8
Motor vehicle and parts 9,174 10,262 10,605 3.3 15.6
Motor vehicle 4,930 5,662 5,956 5.2 20.8
New motor vehicle parts and accessories 4,137 4,499 4,551 1.2 10.0
Used motor vehicle parts and accessories 107 101 98 -3.2 -8.3
Building material and supplies 12,420 12,191 12,020 -1.4 -3.2
Electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies 3,151 3,283 3,239 -1.3 2.8
Metal service centres 3,789 3,372 3,264 -3.2 -13.9
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other building supplies 5,481 5,535 5,517 -0.3 0.7
Machinery, equipment and supplies 19,309 21,181 21,325 0.7 10.4
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment 4,385 4,530 4,518 -0.3 3.0
Construction, forestry, mining, and industrial machinery,
equipment and supplies 9,523 10,528 10,715 18 12.5
Computer and communications equipment and supplies 1,843 2,114 2,035 -3.8 104
Other machinery, equipment and supplies 3,559 4,009 4,058 1.2 14.0
Miscellaneous 8,765 9,415 9,200 -2.3 5.0
Recyclable material 590 532 513 -3.5 -12.9
Paper, paper product and disposable plastic product 806 839 867 3.3 7.5
Agricultural supplies 3,789 3,966 3,814 -3.8 0.7
Chemical (except agricultural) and allied product 1,199 1,359 1,351 -0.6 12.7
Other miscellaneous 2,381 2,719 2,654 -2.4 11.5
r revised
P preliminary
E use with caution
F too unreliable to be published
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
Source(s): CANSIM table 081-0012.
Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X 7


http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=081-0012&p2=31

The Daily, Friday, December 18, 2015

Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.
Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.
The October 2015 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008-X) will soon be available.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300;
STATCAN.infostats-infostats. STATCAN@canada.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Elspeth Hazell (613-951-8090; elspeth.hazell@canada.ca), Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade Division.
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