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The rate at which businesses both entered and exited industry in Canada fell between 1983/1984 and 2011/2012,
according to a new study. The entry rate, the number of entrants divided by the population of all active firms,
declined over the study period, falling from 24.5% to 13.1%. The exit rate, the number of firms leaving an industry
relative to the sector's total population, also declined, falling from 16.5% to 11.6%.

The study focused on firm entry and exit rates, which illustrate one aspect of the dynamism that is essential to a
well-functioning economy. The entry of new firms is a source of productivity growth and technology adoption, while
exits remove less productive firms. Other measures of dynamism, such as employment re-allocation, were not
examined. As a result, even though entry and exit rates in Canada declined over the last three decades, this does
not suggest that Canada's economy has become less dynamic overall.

The study, based on a new set of experimental, linked data, revealed that the largest differences between entry and
exit rates occurred in the 1980s, when entry rates declined but exit rates increased. The entry rate declined
by 5.7 percentage points between 1983/1984 and 1990/1991, while the exit rate increased by 2.6 percentage
points. Over subsequent decades, both entry and exit rates declined.

By 1995/1996, a more stable difference between entry and exit rates had been established. The difference
averaged 1.98 percentage points between 1996/1997 and the end of the study period in 2011/2012.

Chart 1
Business sector entry and exit rates, 1983/1984 to 2011/2012
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Note(s): The author's calculations are based on data from the Longitudinal Employment Analysis Program.
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Declines in entry and exit rates were widespread across industries. From 1983/1984 to 2011/2012, entry rates in
many industries declined by between 7 and 11 percentage points, while exit rates declined by
between 2 and 7 percentage points. These were similar to the magnitude of the overall decline found in the
business sector over the 30-year period examined.

Chart 2
Change in entry rate and exit rate by industry, 1983/1984 to 2011/2012
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1. Data too unreliable to be published.
2. Administrative and support, waste management and remediation services.
Note(s): The author's calculations are based on data from the Longitudinal Employment Analysis Program.

Note to readers

The business sector is defined as all firms excluding those in North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) 61 (education),
NAICS 62 (health care and social services) and NAICS 91 (public administration). Estimates for NAICS 22 (utilities) were not deemed to
be of sufficient quality for publication at this time.

Estimates of entrants and exits are based on two-year intervals. An exit is a firm present in a given year that is not present in the
following year. An entrant is a firm present in a given year but not present in the preceding year. Active firms in a given year are those
present that year. Because the number of firms differs between years (unless the number of exits and entrants is equal), no natural base
is available against which to compare entrants and exits. Consequently, the number of firms used to calculate the entry and exit rates is
the average of the active firm population between two given years. This use of two-year intervals is expressed in the text and charts by
representing the two years used to calculate entry rates and exit rates as Y(t)/Y(t+1). The first set of estimates uses the
years 1983 and 1984, and is thus reported as 1983/1984.
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Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 8013.

Available in CANSIM: tables 527-0001 to 527-0006.

The research paper "Business Entry and Exit Rates in Canada: A 30-year Perspective," part of Economic
Insights (11-626-X), is now available from the Browse by key resource module of our website under
Publications.

Similar studies are available in the Update on Economic Analysis module of our website.

Experimental estimates for 2013 are also available. To obtain these estimates, contact Robby Bemrose
(613-951-2617; robby.bemrose@statcan.gc.ca), Economic Analysis Division.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca).

To enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact Ryan Macdonald
(613-951-5687; ryan.macdonald@statcan.gc.ca) or Lydia Couture (613-951-5394;
lydia.couture@statcan.gc.ca), Economic Analysis Division.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/economicanalysis

