Wholesale trade, March 2013

Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Friday, May 17, 2013

Wholesale sales advanced by 0.3% in March to $49.1 billion. The increase was mainly due to higher sales in the
motor vehicle industry. Since May 2012, wholesale sales have been relatively flat.

In volume terms, wholesale sales were up 0.1% in March.

Chart 1
Wholesale sales increase in March
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Gain led by the motor vehicle industry

In March, four of the seven subsectors reported gains, accounting for about two-thirds of wholesale sales.
Excluding the motor vehicle and parts subsector, wholesale sales were unchanged.

Sales in the motor vehicle and parts subsector rose 2.0% to $8.5 billion in March, its second consecutive increase.
The advance in March largely reflected higher sales in the motor vehicle industry (+3.9%), which represents about
three-quarters of this subsector.

In the miscellaneous subsector, sales rose by 1.4%. The increase was largely driven by a7.8% gain in the
agricultural supplies industry, the fifth increase in six months.

Sales in the building materials and supplies subsector rose by 0.6%. All three industries in this subsector posted
higher sales, with the majority of the increase coming from the electrical, plumbing, heating and air-conditioning
equipment and supplies industry.

The largest decline in dollar terms was in the personal and household goods subsector (-0.9%), mainly as a result
of a 2.4% decrease in the pharmaceuticals and pharmacy supplies industry.
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Ontario and Saskatchewan post the largest increases

Wholesalers in three provinces reported increases in sales for March.

Chart 2
Wholesale sales up in three provinces in March
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Ontario posted a 1.4% increase, offsetting February's decline. Wholesalers in the province benefited mainly from
higher sales in the motor vehicle industry.

The 6.6% increase in Saskatchewan was primarily due to the agricultural supplies industry, which represented over
one-third of the province's sales.

In British Columbia, sales increased by 0.5%.

These gains were partially offset by the 3.5% decline in Alberta, the province's first decrease in three months. The
decline was largely due to weakness in the building material and supplies subsector within the province.

The declines in the remaining provinces largely reflect the weakness of sales in the machinery, equipment and
supplies subsector and the personal and household goods subsector.

Slight increase in inventories

Wholesale inventories rose 0.1% in March to $61.8 billion. Inventories were up in two of the seven subsectors.

The increases were in the inventories of the motor vehicle and parts subsector (+1.1%) and the building materials
and supplies subsector (+0.5%).

The inventory-to-sales ratio was unchanged at 1.26 in March.
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The inventory-to-sales ratio is a measure of the time in months required to exhaust inventories if sales were to
remain at their current level.

Note to readers

All data in this release are seasonally adjusted and in current dollars, unless otherwise noted. For more information on seasonal
adjustment, see Seasonal adjustment and identifying economic trends.

Total wholesale sales expressed in volume are calculated by deflating current dollar values using relevant price indexes. The wholesale
sales series in chained (2007) dollars is a chained Fisher volume index with 2007 as the reference year. For more information, see Sales
in volume for Wholesale Trade.

Data in volume terms have been revised back to January 2010.
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry — Seasonally adjusted
March 2012 February 2013' March 2013P February to March 2012 to
March 2013 March 2013
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale sales (current
dollars) 48,592 48,919 49,082 0.3 1.0
Total, wholesale sales (2007 chained
dollars) 45,313 45,368 45,416 0.1 0.2
Total (current dollars), excluding
motor vehicle and parts and
accessories merchant wholesalers 40,351 40,616 40,612 0.0 0.6
Farm product 578 563 538 -4.5 -6.8
Food, beverage and tobacco 9,378 9,627 9,538 0.1 17
Food 8,379 8,528 8,573 0.5 2.3
Beverage 485 498 473 -4.9 -2.5
Cigarette and tobacco product 513 502 491 -2.0 -4.3
Personal and household goods 7,109 6,837 6,776 -0.9 -4.7
Textile, clothing and footwear 887 916 908 -0.9 2.3
Home entertainment equipment and
household appliance 763 672 674 0.2 -11.7
Home furnishings 430 442 448 1.4 4.1
Personal goods 779 699 702 0.5 -9.9
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy
supplies 3,697 3,464 3,381 -2.4 -6.0
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 653 643 663 3.0 1.6
Motor vehicle and parts 8,240 8,303 8,469 2.0 2.8
Motor vehicle 6,171 6,195 6,435 3.9 4.3
New motor vehicle parts and
accessories 2,026 2,058 1,983 -3.6 2.1
Used motor vehicle parts and
accessories 44 50 52 3.3 18.3
Building material and supplies 6,745 6,941 6,983 0.6 35
Electrical, plumbing, heating and
air-conditioning equipment and
supplies 2,198 2,156 2,189 15 -0.4
Metal service centres 1,526 1,515 1,519 0.2 -0.5
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other
building supplies 3,021 3,270 3,275 0.2 8.4
Machinery, equipment and supplies 10,147 10,458 10,403 -0.5 25
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and
equipment 1,193 1,358 1,305 -3.9 9.4
Construction, forestry, mining, and
industrial machinery, equipment and
supplies 3,707 3,590 3,646 1.6 -1.6
Computer and communications
equipment and supplies 2,914 3,100 3,055 -1.5 4.8
Other machinery, equipment and
supplies 2,333 2,410 2,396 -0.6 2.7
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Table 1
Wholesale merchants' sales by industry — Seasonally adjusted
March 2012 February 2013' March 2013P February to March 2012 to
March 2013 March 2013
Miscellaneous 6,395 6,289 6,375 14 -0.3
Recyclable material 726 620 621 0.1 -14.5
Paper, paper product and disposable
plastic product 934 876 880 0.4 -5.8
Agricultural supplies 1,556 1,703 1,835 7.8 17.9
Chemical (except agricultural) and
allied product 1,215 1,165 1,138 -2.3 -6.3
Other miscellaneous 1,965 1,926 1,901 -1.3 -3.3
" revised

P preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals because of rounding.

Table 2
Wholesale merchants' sales by province and territory — Seasonally adjusted

March 2012 February 2013" March 2013P February to March 2012 to

March 2013 March 2013
millions of dollars % change

Canada 48,592 48,919 49,082 0.3 1.0
Newfoundland and Labrador 347 364 350 -3.8 1.0
Prince Edward Island 46 54 51 -4.6 11.7
Nova Scotia 695 697 693 -0.5 -0.3
New Brunswick 495 484 471 -2.8 -4.9
Quebec 9,173 9,377 9,324 -0.6 1.7
Ontario 24,083 23,272 23,593 1.4 -2.0
Manitoba 1,318 1,357 1,348 -0.7 2.3
Saskatchewan 1,775 1,955 2,085 6.6 17.5
Alberta 6,204 6,609 6,379 -3.5 2.8
British Columbia 4,376 4,675 4,699 0.5 7.4
Yukon 14 13 13 3.4 -7.2
Northwest Territories 62 56 66 18.5 6.9
Nunavut 4 8 8 4.0 92.6
" revised

P preliminary
Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals because of rounding.
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Table 3

Wholesale merchants' inventories by industry — Seasonally adjusted

March 2012 February 2013' March 2013P February to March 2012 to
March 2013 March 2013
millions of dollars % change
Total, wholesale inventories 59,470 61,723 61,802 0.1 3.9
Farm product 182 164 157 -3.8 -13.7
Food, beverage and tobacco 5,509 5,493 5,484 -0.2 -0.5
Food 4,980 4,985 4,966 -0.4 -0.3
Beverage 314 286 298 4.3 -4.9
Cigarette and tobacco product 215 222 220 -1.3 2.0
Personal and household goods 10,664 10,290 10,258 -0.3 -3.8
Textile, clothing and footwear 1,985 1,838 1,910 3.9 -3.8
Home entertainment equipment and
household appliance 768 784 803 2.4 4.5
Home furnishings 923 996 985 -1.1 6.7
Personal goods 1,679 1,419 1,388 -2.2 -17.3
Pharmaceuticals and pharmacy
supplies 4,574 4,557 4,488 -1.5 -1.9
Toiletries, cosmetics and sundries 736 696 685 -1.6 -6.9
Motor vehicle and parts 7,312 8,347 8,442 11 155
Motor vehicle 3,931 4,324 4,379 1.3 11.4
New motor vehicle parts and
accessories 3,288 3,919 3,959 1.0 20.4
Used motor vehicle parts and
accessories 93 104 104 0.2 12.5
Building material and supplies 10,884 11,554 11,613 0.5 6.7
Electrical, plumbing, heating and
air-conditioning equipment and
supplies 3,070 3,149 3,180 1.0 3.6
Metal service centres 3,298 3,435 3,397 -1.1 3.0
Lumber, millwork, hardware and other
building supplies 4,516 4,970 5,036 1.3 11.5
Machinery, equipment and supplies 17,422 18,355 18,329 -0.1 5.2
Farm, lawn and garden machinery and
equipment 3,382 3,998 4,013 0.4 18.7
Construction, forestry, mining, and
industrial machinery, equipment and
supplies 9,190 9,120 9,118 0.0 -0.8
Computer and communications
equipment and supplies 1,598 1,805 1,811 0.3 13.3
Other machinery, equipment and
supplies 3,252 3,432 3,388 -1.3 4.2
Miscellaneous 7,495 7,520 7,517 0.0 0.3
Recyclable material 553 512 502 -2.0 -9.2
Paper, paper product and disposable
plastic product 666 675 678 0.4 17
Agricultural supplies 2,833 2,883 2,879 -0.1 1.6
Chemical (except agricultural) and
allied product 1,016 1,003 1,004 0.1 -1.1
Other miscellaneous 2,427 2,447 2,454 0.3 11

" revised
P preliminary

Note(s): Figures may not add up to totals because of rounding.
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Available in CANSIM: tables 081-0011, 081-0012 and 081-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2401.

The March 2013 issue of Wholesale Trade (63-008-X) will soon be available.
Wholesale trade data for April will be released on June 19.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; infostats@statcan.gc.ca).

For analytical information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Rhonda Tsang (613-951-0418); rhonda.tsang@statcan.gc.ca), Distributive Trades Division.
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